
In this April 5, 2019, file photo, a U.S. Customs and Border Protection vehicle sits near the wall as President Donald Trump visits a new section of the border wall with 
Mexico in El Centro, Calif. Associated Press 
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U.S., Guatemala sign agreement to restrict asylum cases 



President Donald Trump, walks to acting Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kevin 
McAleenan, seated right, and Guatemalan Interior Minister Enrique Degenhart in the Oval Office 
of the White House in Washington, Friday, July 26, 2019. 


By ZEKE MILLER and COL¬ 
LEEN LONG 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

The Trump administration 
signed an agreement with 
Guatemala Friday that will 
restrict asylum applications 
to the U.S. from Central 
America. 

The so-called "safe third 
country" agreement would 
require migrants, including 
Salvadorans and Hondu¬ 
rans, who cross into Gua¬ 
temala on their way to the 
U.S. to apply for protections 
in Guatemala instead of at 
the U.S. border. 

It could potentially ease 
the crush of migrants over¬ 
whelming the U.S. immigra¬ 
tion system, although many 
questions remain about 
how the agreement will be 
executed. 

President Donald Trump 
heralded the concession 
as a win as he struggles 
to live up to his campaign 
promises on immigration. 
"This is a very big day," he 
said. "We have long been 
working with Guatemala 
and now we can do it the 
right way." 

He claimed, "This landmark 


agreement will put the 
coyotes and smugglers out 
of business." 

The announcement comes 
after a court in California 
blocked Trump's most re¬ 
strictive asylum effort to 
date, one that would ef¬ 
fectively end protections 


at the southern border. 

The two countries had 
been negotiating such an 
agreement for months, 
and Trump threatened 
Wednesday to place tar¬ 
iffs or other consequences 
on Guatemala if it didn't 
reach a deal. 

"We'll either do tariffs or 
well do something. We're 
looking at something very 
severe with respect to Gua¬ 
temala," Trump had said. 
On Friday, Trump praised 
the Guatemalan govern¬ 
ment, saying now it has "a 
friend in the United States, 
instead of an enemy in the 
United States." 

Trump added Friday that 
the agreement would pro¬ 
tect "the rights of those 
with legitimate claims," end 
"abuse" of the asylum sys¬ 
tem and curtail the crisis on 
the U.S. southern border. 

He said that as part of the 
agreement, the U.S. would 
increase access to the 
H-2A visa program for tem¬ 
porary agricultural workers 
from Guatemala. 

It's not clear how the 
agreement will take effect. 
Guatemala's Constitutional 
Court has granted three 
injunctions preventing its 
government from entering 
into a deal without approv¬ 
al of the country's congress. 
Guatemalan President 
Jimmy Morales said via so¬ 
cial media that the agree- 


Associated Press 

ment allows the country to 
avoid "drastic sanctions ... 
many of them designed to 
strongly punish our econo¬ 
my, such as taxes on remit¬ 
tances that our brothers 
send daily, as well as the 
imposition of tariffs on our 
export goods and migra¬ 
tory restrictions." 

Earlier Friday, Morales ques¬ 
tioned the concept of a 
"safe third country." 

"Where does that term ex¬ 
ist?" he asked reporters. "It 
does not exist, it is a collo¬ 
quial term. No agreement 
exists that is called 'safe 
third country.'" 

Human rights prosecutor 
Jordan Rodas said his team 
was studying the legality of 
the agreement and wheth¬ 
er Interior Minister Enrique 
Degenhart had the author¬ 
ity to sign the compact. 
Guatemala's government 
put out a six-paragraph, 
Spanish-language state¬ 
ment Friday on Twitter. It 
does not call the agree¬ 
ment "safe third country" 
but "Cooperation Agree¬ 
ment for the Assessment of 
Protection Requests." 

The Guatemalan govern¬ 
ment said that in coming 
days its Labor Ministry "will 
start issuing work visas in the 
agriculture industry, which 
will allow Guatemalans to 
travel legally to the United 
States, to avoid being vic¬ 
tims of criminal organiza¬ 


tions, to work temporarily 
and then return to Guate¬ 
mala, which will strengthen 
family unity." 

The same conditions driv¬ 
ing Salvadorans and Hon¬ 
durans to flee their country 
— gang violence, poverty, 
joblessness, a prolonged 
drought that has severely 
hit crop yields — are also 
present in Guatemala. 
Guatemala also lacks re¬ 
sources to adequately 
house, educate or provide 
opportunity to potential 
asylum seekers, observers 
say. 

In Guatemala City, social 
and student organiza¬ 
tions spoke out against the 
agreement in front of the 
Constitutional Court, on 
the grounds that the coun¬ 
try is mired in poverty and 
unemployment and has no 
capacity to serve migrants. 
They called for a protest 
rally Saturday. 

Advocacy groups con¬ 
demned the move Friday, 
with Amnesty International 
saying "any attempts to 
force families and individu¬ 
als fleeing their home coun¬ 
tries to seek safety in Gua¬ 
temala are outrageous." 
'The Trump administration 
must abandon this cruel 
and illegal plan to shut 
doors to families and in¬ 
dividuals trying to rebuild 
their lives in safety," said 
Charanya Krishnaswami, 
the group's advocacy di¬ 
rector for the Americas. 
Democratic Rep. Eliot En¬ 
gel, the chairman of the 
House Committee on For¬ 
eign Affairs, said Trump's 
decision to sign the agree¬ 
ment was "cruel and im¬ 
moral." "It is also illegal," 
he added. "Simply put, 
Guatemala is not a safe 
country for refugees and 
asylum seekers, as the law 
requires." 

Homeland Security officials 
said they expected the 
agreement to be ratified in 
Guatemala and would be¬ 
gin implementing it some¬ 
time in August. 

Acting Secretary Kevin 
McAleenan said it was part 
of a long-standing effort 
with Guatemala to address 
migration and combat 
smuggling. He cautioned 
against calling the country 
unsafe for refugees.Q 
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Supreme Court: Trump can use Pentagon funds for border wall 



United States Border Patrol officers return a group of migrants back to the Mexico side of the border as Mexican immigration officials 
check the list, in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, Thursday, July 25, 2019. 
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By JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Supreme Court cleared the 
way Friday for the Trump 
administration to tap bil¬ 
lions of dollars in Pentagon 
funds to build sections of a 
border wall with Mexico. 
The court’s five conserva¬ 
tive justices gave the ad¬ 
ministration the greenlight 
to begin work on four con¬ 
tracts it has awarded using 
Defense Department mon¬ 
ey. Funding for the projects 
had been frozen by lower 
courts while a lawsuit over 
the money proceeded. 

The court’s four liberal jus¬ 
tices wouldn’t have al¬ 
lowed construction to start. 
The justices' decision to lift 
the freeze on the money 
allows President Donald 
Trump to make progress 
on a major 2016 campaign 
promise heading into his 
race for a second term. 
Trump tweeted after the 
announcement: “Wow! 

Big VICTORY on the Wall. 
The United States Supreme 
Court overturns lower court 
injunction, allows Southern 
Border Wall to proceed. Big 
WIN for Border Security and 
the Rule of Law!" 

The Supreme Court's ac¬ 
tion reverses the decision of 
a trial court, which initially 
froze the funds in May, and 
an appeals court, which 
kept that freeze in place 
earlier this month. The 
freeze had prevented the 
government from tapping 
approximately $2.5 billion in 
Defense Department mon¬ 
ey to replace existing sec¬ 
tions of barrier in Arizona, 
California and New Mexico 
with more robust fencing. 
The case the Supreme 
Court ruled in began after 
the 35-day partial govern¬ 
ment shutdown that started 
in December of last year. 
Trump ended the shutdown 
in February after Congress 
gave him approximately 
$1.4 billion in border wall 
funding. But the amount 
was far less than the $5.7 
billion he was seeking, and 
Trump then declared a na¬ 
tional emergency to take 
cash from other govern¬ 
ment accounts to use to 
construct sections of wall. 
The money Trump identified 
includes $3.6 billion from 


milifary consfrucfion funds, 
$2.5 billion in Defense De¬ 
partment money and $600 
million from the Treasury 
Department's asset forfei¬ 
ture fund. 

The case before the Su¬ 
preme Court involved just 
the $2.5 billion in Defense 
Department funds, which 
the administration says 
will be used to construct 
more than 100 miles (160 
kilometers) of fencing. One 
project would replace 46 
miles (74 kilometers) of bar¬ 
rier in New Mexico for $789 
million. Another would re¬ 
place 63 miles (101 kilome¬ 
ters) in Arizona for $646 mil¬ 
lion. The other two projects 
in California and Arizona 
are smaller. 

The other funds were not 
at issue in the case. The 
Treasury Department funds 


have so far survived legal 
challenges, and Customs 
and Border Protection has 
earmarked the money for 
work in Texas’ Rio Grande 
Valley but has not yet 
awarded contracts. Trans¬ 
fer of the $3.6 billion in mili¬ 
tary construction funds is 
awaiting approval from the 
defense secretary. 

The lawsuit at the Supreme 
Court was brought by the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union on behalf of fhe Sier¬ 
ra Club and Southern Bor¬ 
der Communities Coalition. 
The justices who lifted the 
freeze on the money did 
not give a lengthy expla¬ 
nation for their decision. 
But they said among the 
reasons they were doing so 
was that the government 
had made a “sufficient 
showing at this stage” that 


those bringing the lawsuit 
don't have a right to chal¬ 
lenge the decision to use 
the money. 

Alexei Woltornist, a spokes¬ 
man for fhe Justice Depart¬ 
ment, said in a statement, 
“We are pleased that the 
Supreme Court recognized 
that the lower courts should 
not have halted construc¬ 
tion of walls on the southern 
border. 

We will continue to vigor¬ 
ously defend the Adminis¬ 
tration’s efforts to protect 
our Nation.” 

ACLU lawyer Dror Ladin 
said after the court's an¬ 
nouncement that the fight 
“is not over." 

The case will continue, but 
the Supreme Court’s deci¬ 
sion suggests an ultimate 
victory for fhe ACLU is un¬ 
likely. 


Even if fhe ACLU were fo 
win, fencing will have al¬ 
ready been builf. 

Justices Ruth Bader Gins- 
burg, Sonia Sotomayor and 
Elena Kagan would not 
have allowed construction 
to begin. Justice Stephen 
Breyer said he would have 
allowed the government 
to finalize the contracts for 
the segments but not begin 
construction while the law¬ 
suit proceeded. 

The administration had ar¬ 
gued that if it wasn’t able 
to finalize the contracts 
by Sept. 30, then it would 
lose the ability to use the 
funds. The administration 
had asked for a decision 
quickly. 

The Supreme Courf is on 
break for fhe summer buf 
does acf on certain press¬ 
ing items.O 
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Georgia election officials accused of destroying evidence 


By KATE BRUMBACK 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — In a fed¬ 
eral court filing, lawyers 
for election integrity ad¬ 
vocates accuse Georgia 
election officials of inten¬ 
tionally destroying evi¬ 
dence that could show un¬ 
authorized access to the 
state election system and 
potential manipulation of 
election results. 

Election integrity advo¬ 
cates and individual Geor¬ 
gia voters sued election 
officials in 2017 alleging 
that the touchscreen vot¬ 
ing machines Georgia has 
used since 2002 are un¬ 
secure and vulnerable to 
hacking. In a court filing 
Thursday, they said state 
officials began destroying 
evidence within days of 
the suit’s filing and contin¬ 
ued to do so as the case 
moved forward. 

“The evidence strongly sug¬ 
gests that the State's ama¬ 
teurish protection of criti¬ 
cal election infrastructure 
placed Georgia’s election 
system at risk, and the State 
Defendants now appear 
to be desperate to cover- 
up the effects of their mis¬ 
feasance — to the point of 
destroying evidence,” the 
filing says. 

A spokeswoman for the 
secretary of state's office, 
which oversees elections, 
denied the allegations. 

The brief was filed Thursday 
as U.S. District Judge Amy 
Totenberg was holding a 
hearing on requests by the 
plaintiffs that she order the 
state to immediately stop 
using its current voting ma¬ 
chines and switch to hand- 
marked paper ballots. That 
hearing continued Friday. 

In court Thursday, lawyers 
for the plaintiffs highlighted 
weaknesses identified in 
risk assessment reports by 
Fortalice Solutions, a cyber¬ 
security firm hired by the 



Uj Liny_/ 


facebook.com/ambatoday/ 


secretary of state’s office. 
Fortalice CEO Theresa Pay- 
ton testified that her team 
did find serious risks in their 


ity of the state’s election 
system and scolded state 
officials for being slow to re¬ 
spond to evidence of those 


2020 presidential election. 
But the state still plans to 
use the current machines 
for special and municipal 
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Insert voter card m 
above green light 
until it clicks. 


This May 22, 2018, file photo, shows a voter access card inserted in a reader during voting in the 
Georgia primary in Kennesaw, Ga. 
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initial 2017 assessment but 
also said the secretary of 
state’s office had made 
progress toward fixing the 
problems by the time of a 
subsequent review last No¬ 
vember. 

The plaintiffs’ lawyers point¬ 
ed out, however, that the 
assessment only covered 
general cybersecurity in 
the office and that For¬ 
talice wasn't asked to look 
at potential risks for elec¬ 
tion management systems 
or voting machines. 

Judge Totenberg has previ¬ 
ously expressed grave con¬ 
cerns about the vulnerabil- 


problems, and on Thursday 
said she still has “worries 
about the integrity of the 
voting data system." 
Georgia's voting system 
drew national scrutiny last 
year during the closely 
watched governor’s race 
in which Brian Kemp, a 
Republican who was the 
state's top election official 
at the time, narrowly de¬ 
feated Democrat Stacey 
Abrams. 

A law passed this year and 
signed by Kemp provides 
specifications for a new 
system, which state officials 
said will be in place for the 


elections this year and the 
plaintiffs fear the outdated 
machines will also be used 
in 2020 if a new system isn’t 
implemented in time. 
Lawyers for the state have 
argued in court filings that 
new security measures 
have been put in place 
to protect the existing sys¬ 
tem, that the implemen¬ 
tation of a new voting sys¬ 
tem addresses the judge’s 
concerns and that putting 
an intermediate hand- 
marked paper ballot sys¬ 
tem in place while the state 
is moving to a new voting 
system would be “an im¬ 


possible burden” on state 
and local election officials. 
In their brief Thursday, law¬ 
yers for the Coalition for 
Good Governance ac¬ 
cused state officials of de¬ 
stroying computer servers 
from the Center for Election 
Systems at Kennesaw State 
University after a security 
hole there that exposed 
Georgia voters’ personal 
data and passwords used 
by county election officials 
was discovered. State law¬ 
yers then failed to ask the 
FBI for a copy of a forensic 
image the agency made 
of the server before it was 
wiped, despite saying they 
would, they say. 

The brief also accuses state 
officials and their lawyers 
of deleting and overwriting 
data preserved on voting 
machine memories and on 
memory cards used to pro¬ 
gram the voting machines. 
“After abundant notice 
of their well-known duty 
to preserve evidence, the 
State Defendants did not 
simply neglect to disable 
some automated purge 
function in their IT systems. 
Rather, they intention¬ 
ally and calculatingly de¬ 
stroyed evidence,” the 
brief says. 

“Surely, to engage in con¬ 
duct so odious that any 
junior lawyer would know 
it would expose them to 
sanctions, the evidence 
so disposed of must have 
been damning in the ex¬ 
treme." 

Secretary of state’s office 
spokeswoman Tess Ham¬ 
mock said allegations of 
destroying evidence are 
false. 

“We look forward to vigor¬ 
ously defending ourselves 
from these spurious allega¬ 
tions meant to distract the 
Court from the fact that 
there is no evidence that 
supports plaintiffs’ outland¬ 
ish theories,” she wrote in 
an email. 

Many of the allegations 
stem from the time when 
Kemp was secretary of 
state before he became 
governor. Governor's office 
spokeswoman, Candice 
Broce, declined to com¬ 
ment, referring questions to 
lawyers for state election 
officials, who also declined 
to comment. □ 

















WDM 


U.S. NEWS I*? 


SATURDAY 27 JULY 2019 


SMART TV GIVEAWAY 


WIN ONE OF TEN (10) 43” SMART TVs 

SUNDAY, JULY 28 • 8PM-11PM 

For every 10 points, receive 1 ticket. Earn from June 24 from 10AM until July 28, at 10PM. 


BACKED PUBLIC DEMAND! 


Eagle Aruba 

RESORT & CASINO 


CASINO OPENS AT 10AM 


© 


EAGLE ADVANTAGE 


ntu ft If <4 ttr Mpr 


J.E, IRAU5QUIN BLVD. 248, ARUBA I EAGLE ADVANTAGE I (297) 527-9160 I LOCATED AT THE EAGLE ARUBA RESORT & CASINO 


Supporters say Hawaii telescope will bring jobs, knowledge 


By AUDREY McAVOY 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — A giant 
telescope planned for Ha¬ 
waii's tallest mountain will 
enhance humanity's knowl¬ 
edge of the universe and 
bring quality, high-paying 
jobs, supporters said as pro¬ 
testers blocked construc¬ 
tion for a second week. 

An international consortium 
plans to build the $1.4 bil¬ 
lion Thirty Meter Telescope 
at the top of Mauna Kea, 
which some Native Hawai- 
ians believe is sacred. Pro¬ 
testers blocked the road to 
the top of the mountain for 
the 12th day Friday after 
more than 100 telescope 
supporters rallied Thursday 
in front of the state Capitol. 
They held signs with mes¬ 
sages like "Support Culture 
and Science" and "Move 
Forward Not Backward" 
and waved at passing 
cars. Some drivers honked 
in support. 

Opponents of the tele¬ 
scope have gotten more 
attention than supporters 
as their protest has pre¬ 
vented crews from starting 
construction. The Hawaii 
Supreme Court last year 
ruled that the project had 
a valid permit, clearing the 
way for work to begin after 
a decadelong battle. 
Protesters say building an¬ 
other telescope on a peak 
that already has 13 obser¬ 
vatories will further dese¬ 
crate the mountain on the 
Big Island. 

But supporters also are im¬ 
passioned about why they 
believe the telescope be¬ 
longs on Mauna Kea, which 
has the best conditions for 
viewing the night sky in the 
Northern Hemisphere. 



Supporters of the Thirty Meter Telescope, gather for a rally outside the Hawaii State Capitol in 
Honolulu on Thursday, July 25, 2019. 


The telescope is expected 
to allow astronomers to 
peer back some 13 billion 
years in time to shortly after 
the Big Bang. It's expected 
to help astronomers deter¬ 
mine whether life exists on 
planets outside the solar 
system and better under¬ 
stand fundamental con¬ 
cepts like gravity. 

Chad Kalepa Baybayan, 
a Native Hawaiian expert 
in the traditional art of us¬ 
ing the stars, weather and 
birds to navigate the seas, 
said astronomy advances 
human knowledge. 

"I've heard the comment 
that the protesters want to 
be on the right side of histo¬ 
ry. I want to be on the right 
side of humanity. I want to 
be on the right side of en¬ 
lightenment," Baybayan 
said. 

He said people have to 
learn to share the moun¬ 


tain and there was more 
than enough space for ev¬ 
erybody. Baybayan said he 
views the summit as a spiri¬ 
tual place but not a sacred 
one. 

The economic benefits are 
substantial, particularly in a 
state heavily reliant on low- 
paying service industry jobs 
in the tourism business. 

The Thirty Meter Telescope 
is projected to create 300 
union construction jobs 
during its eight- to 10-year 
construction phase. It's ex¬ 
pected to employ 140 em¬ 
ployees when operational. 
Hawaii will lose its status as 
a world leader in astron- 


Associated Press 

omy if the telescope isn't 
built, said Bob McLaren, the 
director of the University of 
Hawaii's Institute for Astron¬ 
omy. Existing telescopes 
may not want to upgrade 
facilities and make further 
investments, and it could 
lead to a downward spiral 
for the field, he said. 

Hawaii would lose employ¬ 
ment in science, math, en¬ 
gineering and technology 
fields, forcing residents with 
such interests and careers 
to leave home for work, 
supporters say. 

Having one of the most sig¬ 
nificant scientific facilities in 
the world is an incredible 


opportunity, McLaren said. 
"People need to think re¬ 
ally hard about exactly 
why they would want to 
pass that up. What is it that 
makes it worth passing that 
up?" McLaren said. 

Storms and Kilauea's vol¬ 
canic eruption made last 
year challenging for the Big 
Island, said Miles Yoshioka, 
executive director of the 
Hawaii Island Chamber of 
Commerce. He wants as¬ 
tronomy to diversify the is¬ 
land’s economy. 

"We're hoping it continues 
to be a big part of this is¬ 
land. We cannot rely on 
tourism alone," he said. 
Retired Navy researcher 
Tom Strickland attended 
Thursday's rally in Honolulu. 
"I'm a strong supporter of 
the advancement of sci¬ 
ence and technology. I 
think it brings a lot of good 
to humankind," Strickland 
said, holding a sign saying, 
"In Search of Knowledge" 
with a drawing of Mauna 
Kea. About an equal num¬ 
ber of people opposing 
the telescope stood on 
the other side of the street, 
waving upside down Ha¬ 
waiian flags and signs say¬ 
ing, "Protect Mauna Kea." 
Drivers supporting the op¬ 
ponents honked, too. 

Last weekend, 2,000 peo¬ 
ple joined the protest 
camp. Actor Dwayne "The 
Rock" Johnson visited the 
protesters this week to de¬ 
clare he stood with them. a 
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Smugglers offer cash to troops, others to drive migrants 



By JULIE WATSON 
Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — On the 

surface, it seemed like a 
simple task: Drive to a spot 
a few miles north of the 
U.S.-Mexico border, pick 
up people and then drop 
them off at a McDonald's 
or other spot past the city 
of San Diego, and make 
anywhere from $500 to 
$1,000. No need to cross 
into Mexico. 

Two Marines whose arrests 
earlier this month for mi¬ 
grant smuggling led to the 
stunning arrests of fellow 
Marines at Camp Pendle¬ 
ton described in federal 
court documents such an 
offer being made to them. 
The Naval Criminal Inves¬ 
tigative Service on Friday 
said a total of 19 service 
members have been ar¬ 
rested at the base, includ¬ 
ing 18 Marines and one sail¬ 
or, a Navy corpsman, who 
all serve in the same unit. 
The military personnel are 
accused of various crimes 
from migrant smuggling 
to drug-related offenses, 
but officials have not said 
exactly how they were in¬ 
volved. 

U.S. Border Patrol officials 
say smuggling rings have 
been luring U.S. troops, po¬ 
lice officers. Border Patrol 
agents and others to work 
for them as drivers — a cru¬ 
cial component of moving 
migrants further into the 
United States once smug¬ 
glers get them over the 
border from Mexico. 

Border Patrol agents over 
the years have routinely 
caught migrants walk¬ 


ing onto Camp Pendleton 
or floating in skiffs off the 
coast nearby. 

The camp, dissected by 
Interstate 5 leading to Los 
Angeles, sits along a well- 
traversed route used by 
smugglers. 

Transporting migrants with 
American drivers can be 
more effective in avoid¬ 
ing detection. Customs 
and Border Protection has 
broad authority to question 
and search within 100 miles 
of the border. 

If the driver is in the armed 
forces, with a military hair¬ 
cut and credentials, that's 
a bonus for smugglers be¬ 
cause they believe they are 
more likely to get waved 
through a checkpoint. 

"This is the kind of official 


corruption that smug¬ 
gling networks of all kinds, 
whether it involves people 
or drugs, really look for," 
said David Shirk, an associ¬ 
ate political science pro¬ 
fessor at the University of 
San Diego. 

It's ideal, he added, forcrim- 
inal networks to use corrupt 
officials or military person¬ 
nel, including "young, gull¬ 
ible and greedy" troops, 
to help them in their illegal 
activities. 

So-called recruiters for 
smugglers have chatted 
up people at casinos and 
bars, passing out their cell¬ 
phone numbers and saying 
if they ever want to make 
money as a driver to give 
them a call, U.S. Border 
Patrol spokesman Theron 


Associated Press 

Francisco said. They have 
also placed ads online. 
"They've advertised on 
Craigslist before to get 
people looking for work 
by saying drivers needed 
or people with cars and 
licenses," Francisco said. 
"Then they might call or 
text them and say they can 
get quick money by go¬ 
ing south to an area close 
to the border and pick up 
people." 

The rings often don't pay 
but keep promising to pay 
or bump up the money if 
more trips are done. A driv¬ 
er is not going to go to po¬ 
lice to report being stiffed, 
Francisco said. If a driver 
gets arrested, smugglers 
simply move on to find a re¬ 
placement. 


The 19 arrested at Camp 
Pendleton have not been 
charged yet. 

They are junior enlisted Ma¬ 
rines whose monthly salary 
can run between $2,000 
and $3,000 a month. None 
was part of the Trump ad¬ 
ministration's efforts that 
sent troops last year to help 
reinforce border security. 
Marine Lance CpI. David 
Javier Salazar-Quintero 
told authorities that he was 
recruited by a man he met 
in a swanky beach com¬ 
munity who offered him a 
way to make extra cash by 
simply picking up people 
on the U.S. side of the bor¬ 
der and dropping them off 
north of San Diego. 

Salazar said a fellow Ma¬ 
rine, Lance CpI. Byron Dar¬ 
nell Law II, introduced him 
to the man, according to 
federal court documents, 
and that he had made 
such trips for him four times 
but had not been paid. 
One trip was a bust be¬ 
cause no one showed up 
at the pickup spot. He was 
promised if he did another 
job he would be paid then 
and earn even more. 

Law told the agent that 
Salazar asked if he was in¬ 
terested in earning $1,000 
picking up an "illegal alien." 
A U.S. Border Patrol agent 
stopped Law and Salazar 
about 7 miles (11 kilome¬ 
ters) north of the border 
on July 3 and found three 
Mexican migrants who 
came into the country ille¬ 
gally sitting in the back seat 
of the black BMW driven by 
Law, according to the fed¬ 
eral complaint. □ 


Girls are bearing the brunt of a rise in U.S. cyberbullying 


By SALLY HO 
Associated Press 

SEATTLE (AP) — Rachel Whalen 
remembers feeling gutted in 
high school when a former friend 
would mock her online postings, 
threaten to unfollow or unfriend 
her on social media and post 
inside jokes about her to others 
online. The cyberbullying was so 
distressing that Whalen said she 
contemplated suicide. Once she 
got help, she decided to limit her 
time on social media. It helps to 
take a break from it for perspec¬ 
tive, said Whalen, now a 19-year- 
old college student in Utah. 


There's a rise in cyberbullying na¬ 
tionwide, with three times as many 
girls reporting being harassed on¬ 
line or by text message than boys, 
according to the National Center 
for Education Statistics. 

The U.S. Department of Educa¬ 
tion's research and data arm this 
month released its latest survey, 
which shows an uptick in online 
abuse, though the overall num¬ 
ber of students who report being 
bullied stayed the same. 

"There’s just some pressure in that 
competitive atmosphere that is 
all about attention," Whalen said. 
"This social media acceptance — 


it just makes sense to me that it's 
more predominant amongst girls." 
Many school systems that once 
had a hands-off approach to 
dealing with off-campus student 
behavior are now making cyber¬ 
bullying rules, outlining punish¬ 
ments such as suspension or ex¬ 
pulsion, according to Bryan Joffe, 
director of education and youth 
development at AASA, a national 
school superintendents associa¬ 
tion. 

That change partly came along 
with broader cyberbullying laws, 
which have been adopted in 
states like Texas and California in 


recent years. The survey showed 
about 20%, or one in five students, 
reported being bullied, ranging 
from rumors or being excluded 
to threats and physical attacks 
in the 2016-17 school year. That's 
unchanged from the previous sur¬ 
vey done in 2014-15. But in that 
two-year span, cyberbullying re¬ 
ports increased significantly, from 
11.5% to 15.3%. 

Broken down by gender, 21% of 
girls in middle and high school 
reported being bullied online or 
by text message in the 2016-17 
school year, compared with less 
than 7% of boys.Q 



































This undated photo provided by New Jersey state 
Assemblywoman Angela McKnight shows three "Feel Better 
Dolls" sharing the shelf with a stuffed animal bearing an "I Love 
New York" message at a One Dollar Zone store in Bayonne, N.J. 

Associated Press 


Black rag dolls 
meant to be abused 
are pulled from stores 


By DAVID PORTER 
Associated Press 
NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — Black 
rag dolls that came with 
instructions to "find a wall" 
and slam the toy against 
it have been pulled from 
three stores after customers 
and a lawmaker said they 
were offensive. 

The "Feel Better Doll" 
featured instructions to 
"whack" the doll "whenever 
things don't go well and 
you want to hit the wall and 
yell." The president of One 
Dollar Zone said roughly 
1,000 dolls were pulled this 
week from its store in Bay¬ 
onne and two others also in 
New Jersey. 

The dolls were made of 
black fabric with yarn hair 
of red, green, black and 
yellow in the style of dread¬ 
locks, and featured large 
white eyes and a white 
smile. Bayonne Mayor Jim¬ 
my Davis said in a Face- 
book post that the dolls 
were "insensitive" and "can 
certainly be considered 
racist." One Dollar Zone 
President Ricky Shah apol¬ 
ogized for the dolls' ap¬ 
pearance in the stores and 
said they were pulled Mon¬ 
day after someone posted 


images online. The Pater- 
son-based company didn't 
adequately check a large 
lot of items it had received 
before distributing them to 
stores, he said. 

"This somehow slipped 
through the cracks," he 
said. The dolls were includ¬ 
ed in a shipment of about 
35,000 pieces of closeout 
merchandise, Shah said, 
mostly with an "I Love NY" 
theme, including mugs and 
picture frames. 

The supplier that shipped 
the order offered to credit 
One Dollar Zone for the 
cost of the dolls, Shah said. 
The dolls’ manufacturer, the 
Harvey Hutter Co., couldn't 
be reached at several 
phone numbers and email 
addresses at its location 
just north of New York City. 
Shah forwarded an email 
from supplier Global Sou¬ 
venir Marketing stating that 
the company is no longer 
in business. Global Souvenir 
Marketing did not respond 
to an email seeking com¬ 
ment Friday. 

One Dollar Zone oper¬ 
ates more than two dozen 
stores in the northeastern 
U.S. from Massachusetts to 
PennsylvaniaO 
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In this Feb. 24, 2019, file photo, containers of Roundup are displayed on a store shelf in San 
Francisco. 


Associated Press 


Judge reduces $2B award in 
Monsanto Roundup case to $87M 


OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — A 

judge has cut a jury award 
in a lawsuit that found that 
Monsanto's Roundup her¬ 
bicide caused cancer in 
a California couple from 
$2,055 billion to $87 million, 
the third time a judge has 
reduced an award in a 
lawsuit over the disputed 
chemical. 

The judge said Thursday 
that evidence supports 
the jury's conclusion that 
Roundup was "a substan¬ 
tial factor" in causing non- 
Hodgkin's lymphoma in 
Alva and Alberta Pilliod, 
the San Francisco Chroni¬ 
cle reported. 

Alameda County Supe¬ 
rior Court Judge Winifred 
Smith said evidence also 
supported the finding that 
Monsanto knew the her¬ 
bicide's active ingredient, 
glyphosate, could be dan¬ 
gerous and failed to warn 
the couple from Livermore, 
California. 

But Smith said the puni¬ 
tive damages were much 
higher than constitutional 
limits set by the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court, which has 
said should generally be 
no more than four times 
the amount of damages 
awarded as compensation 
to victims. 

A jury in May awarded the 


Pilliod's $1 billion each in 
punitive damages in addi¬ 
tion to a combined $55 mil¬ 
lion in compensatory dam¬ 
ages. 

Smith reduced punitive 
damages to $70 million. 
She also reduced the com¬ 
pensatory money the jury 
awarded to the couple for 
past and future pain and 
suffering to $17 million. 

The couple had anticipat¬ 
ed the reduction, and their 
lawyer said the overall rul¬ 
ing was "a major victory." 
Although "the reduction in 
damages does not fairly 
capture the pain and suf¬ 
fering experienced by Alva 
and Alberta," attorney 
Brent Wisner said in a state¬ 
ment, "the judge rejected 
every argument Monsanto 
raised and sustained a very 
substantial verdict." 
Monsanto's parent com¬ 
pany, the German phar¬ 
maceutical firm Bayer AG, 
said it would appeal. 

The reduction in damages 
is "a step in the right direc¬ 
tion," the company said in 
a statement, but the ver¬ 
dict and damages "conflict 
with the extensive body of 
reliable science and con¬ 
clusions of leading health 
regulators worldwide" that 
both Roundup and glypho¬ 
sate are safe. 


Alva Pilliod, 77, was diag¬ 
nosed with non-Hodgkin's 
lymphoma, a sometimes- 
fatal form of lymph cancer, 
in 2011, and Alberta Pilliod, 
74, was diagnosed in 2015. 
They had used Roundup 
for more than 30 years to 
kill weeds on three proper¬ 
ties they owned. Doctors 
say their cancers are in re¬ 
mission but could recur. 
Last August, a San Fran¬ 
cisco jury awarded $289 
million to former school 
groundskeeper Dewayne 
Johnson of Vallejo. A judge 
later reduced the award 
to $78.5 million. In March, a 
federal court jury awarded 
more than $80 million to Ed¬ 
win Hardeman of Sonoma 
County, whose cancer is in 
remission. A judge reduced 
that award to $25.2 million. 
The three California trials 
were the first involving an 
estimated 13,000 plain¬ 
tiffs with pending lawsuits 
against Monsanto. 

The International Agency 
for Research on Cancer, 
an arm of the World Health 
Organization, classified 
glyphosate as a probable 
cause of human cancer in 
2015. The U.S. Environmen¬ 
tal Protection Agency and 
most regulatory bodies in 
Europe say it can be used 
safely .□ 
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Heat, then hail: Weather and travel woes hit Britain, France 



A view of people at St Pancras International train station, in London, Friday, July 26, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By NATASHA LIVINGSTONE 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The tem¬ 
perature's dropping but 
Europe’s troubles aren't 
over: A record-busting heat 
wave gave way Friday to 
thunderstorms and hail¬ 
storms, bringing the Tour de 
France to a dramatic halt 
and causing trouble at Brit¬ 
ish airports and beyond on 
one of the most hectic trav¬ 
el days of the year. 

In addition, travelers at Lon¬ 
don's Heathrow and Gat- 
wick airports faced delays 
because air traffic control¬ 
lers grounded flights over a 
technical problem. 

It marked the second day 
of travel disruptions in Euro¬ 
pean capitals after one of 
the hottest days in memory, 
when many places in West¬ 
ern Europe saw tempera¬ 
tures soar beyond 40 de¬ 
grees Celsius (104 degrees 
Fahrenheit). Compounding 
that, the weekend is a big 
travel moment across Eu¬ 
rope as families head off for 
their summer holidays now 
that schools have broken 
up for the academic year. 
After several hours of flight 
restrictions over U.K. air¬ 
space Friday, the national 
air traffic controller NATS 
said it had fixed the tech¬ 
nical issue and would be 
able to safely increase traf¬ 
fic flow. 

"Weather is continuing to 
cause significant unrelated 
disruption across the coun¬ 
try and more widely across 
Europe, which has further 
complicated today's oper¬ 
ation," NATS said in a state¬ 


ment. 

In France, suffocating heat 
turned into slippery storms 
Friday — including a hail¬ 
storm on the Tour de France 
route in the Alps that was so 
sudden and violent that or¬ 
ganizers ordered a stop to 
the world's premier cycling 
event. 

As riders careened down 
hairpin turns after mounting 
a 2,770-meter (9,000-foot) 
peak, a storm lashed the 
valley below. A snowplow 
worked desperately to 
clear the route of slush, but 
organizers deemed it too 
dangerous to continue. 
Weather almost never 
stops the three-week race, 
and the decision came 
on a day of high-drama in 


which race leader Julian 
Alaphilippe lost his top spot 
and accompanying yellow 
jersey just ahead of Sun¬ 
day's finale. 

British rail commuters were 
also facing delays after the 
heat wave prompted Net¬ 
work Rail to impose speed 
restrictions in case the 
tracks buckled. Engineers 
from the company have 
been working to get the 
network back to normal af¬ 
ter the track temperatures 
soared to up to 20 C (68 F) 
more than the air tempera¬ 
ture. 

"With the railway being 
made of metal and mov¬ 
ing parts, the sustained high 
temperatures took their toll 
in places," said Phil James 


of Network Rail. "Everything 
was done to keep trains 
moving where possible, 
and last night hundreds 
of staff were out fixing the 
damage and repairing the 
railway ready for today." 
Passengers using Eurostar 
services to and from Paris 
were also facing "severe 
disruption" due to over¬ 
head power line problems 
in the French capital, which 
on Thursday recorded its 
hottest day ever with the 
temperature rising to 42.6 C 
(108.7 F). 

Britain, along with much of 
Western Europe, endured 
potentially its highest tem¬ 
perature ever on Thursday. 
The country's weather ser¬ 
vice said a provisional tem¬ 


perature of 38.7 C (101.7 
F) was recorded at Cam¬ 
bridge University Botanic 
Garden in eastern England, 
which if confirmed would 
be the highest ever record¬ 
ed in the U.K. The existing 
record for the U.K. — 38.5 
C (101.3 F) — was set in Au¬ 
gust 2003. 

It said "quality control and 
analysis over the next few 
days" will determine wheth¬ 
er the reading becomes 
official. Authorities across 
Europe were looking to ad¬ 
dress the consequences of 
Thursday's soaring temper¬ 
atures, as records that had 
stood — in some cases for 
decades — fell. 

Europeans and tourists 
alike jumped into fountains, 
lakes, rivers or the sea to 
escape a suffocating heat 
wave rising up from the Sa¬ 
hara. Britain, France, Bel¬ 
gium, Germany, the Neth¬ 
erlands — all places where 
air conditioning is not typi¬ 
cally installed in homes, 
cafes or stores — strained 
under the heat. 

France faced a spike in 
fires in forests and farm 
fields that left a dozen fire¬ 
fighters injured, and a rise in 
drownings. Interior Minister 
Christophe Castaner linked 
the country's 60 drowning 
deaths so far this month in¬ 
directly to the current heat 
wave, noting a rise in peo¬ 
ple drowning in unguarded 
bodies of water as they 
seek relief from high tem¬ 
peratures, some of whom 
suffer thermal shock when 
they jump from hot air into 
cold water. □ 


Manhunt on in Rome for suspect in officer's on-duty slaying 


Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Police hunt¬ 
ed for a suspected thief 
who fatally knifed a Cara¬ 
binieri officer in a quiet 
Rome neighborhood early 
Friday, and prosecutors 
were questioning several 
people in case, including 
two young American tour¬ 
ists who were lodging in a 
nearby hotel. 

Italy's paramilitary Cara¬ 
binieri police corps said 
Mario Cerciello Rega was 
stabbed eight times by a 
man who allegedly was 
demanding a 100-euro 



A car of the Italian Carabinieri, paramilitary police, is parked 
near a blood stain, the site where Carabiniere Vice Brigadier 
Mario Cerciello Rega was stabbed to death by a thief in Rome, 
Friday, July 26, 2019. 

Associated Press 


($112) ransom to return a 
bag with a cellphone that 
had been snatched from its 
owner elsewhere in Rome. 
Struck in the heart and the 
back, the officer died short¬ 
ly after in a hospital, Italian 
media said. 

Cerciello Rega and a part¬ 
ner were working in plain¬ 
clothes when they con¬ 
fronted two suspects about 
the theft after the bag's 
owner contacted police 
for help when the alleged 
thieves sought a rendez¬ 
vous to receive the ransom. 
The officers went to the site 


of the arranged meeting 
on a street in Prati, a district 
near Italy's supreme court 
building. 

Two Americans staying at 
a nearby upscale hotel 
were being questioned Fri¬ 
day evening at a Carabin¬ 
ieri station by prosecutors, 
Carabinieri Lt. Col. Orazio 
lanniello said. He denied 
reports that the two men, 
about 20 years old, had 
been detained. 

He said he didn't know 
if they were being ques¬ 
tioned about the theft or 
about the slaying. □ 
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Libya's coast guard recovers dozens of bodies of migrants 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Libya's coast 
guard recovered dozens of 
bodies of Europe-bound mi¬ 
grants who perished at sea 
as search operations con¬ 
tinued Friday, a day after 
up to 150 people, including 
women and children, went 
missing and were feared 
drowned when their boats 
capsized in the Mediterra¬ 
nean Sea. 

A top U.N. official described 
Thursday's shipwreck as 
"the worst Mediterranean 
tragedy" so far this year. 

The Anti-Illegal Immigration 
Agency in the Libyan capi¬ 
tal said that up to 350 mi¬ 
grants were on board the 
boats that capsized off the 
town of Khoms, around 120 
kilometers (75 miles) east of 
Tripoli. 

The migrants included na¬ 
tionals from Eritrea, Egypt, 
Sudan and Libya, the agen¬ 
cy said. Libyan officials said 
more than 130 have been 
rescued since Thursday. 
One of the survivors, from 
Eritrea, said his vessel start¬ 
ed to capsize after an 
hour of sailing. Most of the 
migrants on board were 
women, he said, and most 
of them drowned. 

"All of them (who drowned) 
were ladies... only two girls 
rescued themselves," he 
said, speaking on condition 
of anonymity for fears for 
his safety. 

Two other survivors, 
reached at a disembark¬ 
ing facility in Tripoli, told The 
Associated Press over the 
phone they had each paid 
between $200 and $400 to 
smugglers who promised 
they would reach Italy's 
shores by sunset Thursday. 



Libyan Red Crescent workers pick up a body of a drowned migrant near the city of Khoms, some 
100 kilometers (60 miles) east of Tripoli, Libya, Friday, July 26, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Ahmed al-Tayeb, a 32-year- 
old from Sudan, said he 
was on one of three boats 
that capsized an hour af¬ 
ter setting off from Libya on 
Wednesday night. 

Egyptian Mustafa Mah¬ 
moud, 26, said Libyan fish¬ 
ermen were first to come 
to their rescue. "I saw lots 
of bodies, dozens, in the 
water," he said. "Most of 
them were children and 
women who were not able 
to swim." 

At least a dozen of the sur¬ 
vivors were taken to a hos¬ 
pital in Khoms while the rest 
were transferred to different 
detention centers, includ¬ 
ing Tajoura, located near 
the front lines of the fight¬ 
ing between rival Libyan 
factions, the Libyan officials 
said, speaking on condition 
of anonymity because they 
were not authorized to talk 
to the media. 

The Tajoura detention cen¬ 
ter was hit by an airstrike on 


July 3 that killed more than 
50 people and raised new 
concerns over the treat¬ 
ment of migrants in Libya. 
The U.N. refugee agency 
has demanded the center 
be closed, but that hasn't 
happened. 

"This is putting intentionally 
the life of these people at 
risk," Vincent Cochetel, 
UNHCR's special envoy for 
the Central Mediterranean 
tweeted Friday. 

The U.N. migration agency 
said later Friday that once 
they arrived, the 84 mi¬ 
grants were turned back 
from the detention center 
and were instead being 
"released gradually" into 
the town of Tajoura. 
Separately from the ship¬ 
wreck, Ayoub Gassim, 
a spokesman for Libya's 
coast guard, said it had 
intercepted three rubber 
boats off Tripoli on Thurs¬ 
day, carrying 269 Europe- 
bound migrants, including 


nine women and two chil¬ 
dren. The 269 were taken 
to refugee camps in Tripoli, 
Gassim said. Amnesty Inter¬ 
national called Friday on 
EU leaders to "show some 
courage" and reverse their 
decision to halt migrant res¬ 
cues in the Mediterranean. 
The rights group appealed 
on European nations to 
change their approach 
and not "condemn those 
who survive to detention in 
Libya." 

"People are still risking their 
lives to come to Europe," 
said Amnesty's Massimo 
Moratti. 

The European Union has 
over the past years part¬ 
nered with Libya to prevent 
migrants from making the 
dangerous journey by sea 
to Europe. Rights groups 
say those efforts have left 
migrants at the mercy of 
brutal armed groups or 
confined in squalid deten¬ 
tion centers that lack ad¬ 


equate food and water. 
The EU released a state¬ 
ment Friday saying it was 
deeply saddened by the 
tragedy off Libya's coast 
and added that "sustain¬ 
able solutions for search 
and rescue are urgently 
needed in the Mediterra¬ 
nean." 

However, it also said "Lib¬ 
ya's current system of man¬ 
aging irregular migration 
and arbitrarily detaining 
refugees and migrants has 
to end." 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres reiter¬ 
ated that "Libya is not a 
safe country of asylum" 
and stressed that "refu¬ 
gees must be treated with 
dignity and respect, and 
in accordance with inter¬ 
national law," U.N. deputy 
spokesman Farhan Haq 
said Friday. 

After the NATO-backed 
uprising that toppled and 
killed longtime ruler Moam- 
mar Gadhafi in 2011, Libya 
became a major conduit 
for African migrants and 
refugees seeking a better 
life in Europe. Traffickers 
and armed groups have 
exploited Libya's chaos 
since Gadhafi's overthrow, 
and have been implicated 
in widespread abuses of 
migrants, including torture 
and abduction for ransom. 
Thursday's shipwreck was 
"the worst Mediterranean 
tragedy" so far this year, 
said U.N. High Commis¬ 
sioner for Refugees Filippo 
Grandi. 

In January, some 117 died 
or went missing off Libya's 
coast and around 65 peo¬ 
ple drowned after their 
boat sank off the coast of 
Tunisia in MayO 
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Turkey determined to destroy 'terror corridor' in Syria 



By SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said Friday 
his country is determined 
to destroy what he called 
a "terror corridor" in north¬ 
ern Syria — regardless of 
whether or not Turkey and 
the United States agree on 
the establishment of a so- 
called "safe zone" there. 

U.S. and Turkish officials 
have been holding talks on 
creating a safe zone east of 
the Euphrates River to ad¬ 
dress Turkey’s security con¬ 
cerns stemming from the 
presence of Syrian Kurdish 
fighters in the region. Turkey 
views the Kurdish fighters 
— who have battled the 
Islamic State group along¬ 
side U.S. forces — as terror¬ 
ists, allied with a Kurdish in¬ 
surgency within Turkey. 
Ankara wants a zone 
along the border with Syr¬ 
ia cleared of the Kurdish 
fighters and claims such a 
zone would be safe for Syr¬ 
ians and allow some of the 
country's refugees to return. 
Turkey has warned of a 
possible new offensive into 
Syria if an agreement on a 


safe zone is not reached, 
and has recently been 
sending reinforcements 
to its border area. Since 
2016, Turkey has launched 
two cross-border offensives 
against IS and the Syrian 
Kurdish fighters. 

In an apparent message 
to U.S.-allied Kurdish militia¬ 


men in Syria, Erdogan told 
party officials that "those 
who engage in bullying by 
putting their trust in foreign 
forces will tomorrow find 
themselves in the grave." 
Marine Gen. Kenneth F. 
McKenzie, the U.S. Central 
Command chief, had vis¬ 
ited Syria's Kurdish-held ar- 


Associated Press 

eas on Monday for the first 
time since he took his post 
in March. McKenzie met 
with the top Kurdish com¬ 
mander to discuss the safe 
zone. 

Erdogan said a new Turk¬ 
ish incursion into Syria east 
of the Euphrates would cut 
off contact between Syria's 



Kurdish fighters and Iraq, 
where Turkey has been car¬ 
rying out airstrikes targeting 
alleged Kurdish rebel hide¬ 
outs. 

In Syria, the Foreign Ministry 
condemned what it called 
destructive U.S. interfer¬ 
ence in the country. It said 
U.S. involvement in Syria 
aims to prolong and com¬ 
plicate the crisis. A state¬ 
ment from an unnamed 
ministry official said Syria re¬ 
jects any agreements with 
Turkey that blatantly violate 
its sovereignty. 

Meanwhile, Erdogan also 
confirmed that Turkey had 
caught or killed all suspects 
behind the assassination of 
a Turkish diplomat last week 
in Iraq's semi-autonomous 
Kurdish region. 

Turkish media reported 
Thursday that the military, 
acting on Turkish intelli¬ 
gence, targeted two ve¬ 
hicles carrying the alleged 
masterminds of the July 17 
attack that killed diplomat 
Osman Kose at a restau¬ 
rant in the city of Irbil. The 
reports said the planners of 
the attack and their body¬ 
guards were killed on July 
18 and July 24.Q 


Saudi king hosts 200 from Christchurch shootings for Hajj 



In this March 19, 2019, file photo, Aya Al-Umari wears the T-shirt 
that her brother, Hussein Al-Umari, 35, teased her about the last 
time she saw him, before he was killed on March 15 in the attack 
at the Al Noor mosque in Christchurch, New Zealand. 

Associated Press 


By NICK PERRY 
Associated Press 
WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — Aya Al-Umari said 
she feels like her brother 
will be accompanying her 
and will constantly be in 
her prayers when she trav¬ 
els to Mecca next month to 
take part in the annual Hajj 
pilgrimage. 

Al-Umari is one of 200 rela¬ 
tives and survivors from 
the Christchurch mosque 
shootings who are traveling 
to Saudi Arabia as guests 
of King Salman. The king 
is paying for all travel and 
accommodation costs, a 
bill likely to run to over $1 
million. 

The Saudi ambassador to 
New Zealand, Abdulrah- 
man Al Suhaibani, on Friday 
said farewell to the pilgrims 
at the Al Noor mosque, one 
of two mosques where a 
gunman killed 51 people 
in March. Al-Umari said the 
ambassador handed out 
special clothes for the men 


to wear during the pilgrim¬ 
age and told the women 
they would be given kits 
when they arrived in Saudi 
Arabia. Al-Umari's 35-year- 
old brother Hussein was 
among those killed. 

She said it's an honor that 
King Salman is sponsoring 
the trips, a fact reinforced 
in her visa documents stat¬ 
ing that she's traveling as a 
guest of the custodian of 
the two holy mosques. 

"It came at such a perfect 
time and it helps with the 
grief as well," Al-Umari said. 
"It's such a humbling thing 
to be given. I always had, 
personally, as a goal be¬ 
fore I get married, to Hajj. 
Now it's been given to us on 
a plate. I feel it's a blessing 
from Hussein that is looking 
after me and my family." 
She said she was initially 
nervous about the trip, and 
won't know many of the 
others going because so 
many of her friends were 
killed during the March 


massacre. "It's a tough jour¬ 
ney to do, Hajj," she said. 
"There are quite a number 
of factors. There's lots of 
walking, and the weather 
— it's quite hot. But these 
are all surface things, and 
the holiness of the whole 
pilgrimage will overtake the 
toughness of the journey." 
The Hajj is one of the five 
pillars of Islam, and all 
able-bodied Muslims are 
required to perform it once 
in their lifetime. During the 
five-day pilgrimage, mil¬ 
lions of Muslims circle Is¬ 
lam's most sacred site, the 
cube-shaped Kaaba, and 
take part in rituals intended 
to bring about greater hu¬ 
mility and unity. 

Al-Umari said she travelled 
with her brother and par¬ 
ents to Mecca as a child 
for the umrah, or what she 
describes as the mini-Hajj. 
Lateef Alabi, the imam of 
the Linwood mosque where 
worshippers were also killed 
during the March attacks. 


said it would be his third 
trip to Mecca but his first 
time for the Hajj. He said he 
was delighted with how first 
the New Zealand govern¬ 
ment and now the Saudi 
king were doing what they 
could to help the Muslim 


community of Christchurch 
heal. "It's putting good in 
the place of bad," he said. 
"Over time, people will get 
over the pain. But it will take 
years, and they will never 
see their family members 
again.'Q 
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Trial of Cambodian reporters who used to work for US begins 



Former Radio Free Asia reporter Yeang Sothearin, left, arrives at the Phnom Penh Municipal Court, 
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday, July 26, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SOPHENG CHEANG 
Associated Press 
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) — The espionage trial 
of two Cambodian journal¬ 
ists who formerly worked for 
a U.S. government-funded 
radio station began Friday, 
almost two years after their 
arrests. 

Uon Chhin and Yeang So¬ 
thearin appeared at the 
Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court to defend them¬ 
selves against the charge 
that they had undermined 
national security by supply¬ 
ing information to a foreign 
state, which is punishable 
by up to 15 years in prison. 
Rights groups have charac¬ 
terized their case as a fla¬ 
grant attack on press free¬ 
dom. 

The pair, who had already 
left their jobs with Radio 
Free Asia, were arrested in 
November 2017 during a 
crackdown on the media 
and political opponents 
of Prime Minister Hun Sen's 
government, ahead of the 
July 2018 general election. 
Radio Free Asia had closed 
its Phnom Penh bureau 
in September 2017, citing 
government intimidation 
of the media, which it said 
had reached an "unprec¬ 
edented level." 

By the end of 2017, the gov¬ 
ernment had closed more 
than two dozen radio sta¬ 


tions, some of which had 
rebroadcast Radio Free 
Asia's programs. The Eng¬ 
lish-language The Cambo¬ 
dia Daily newspaper also 
was forced to shut down, 
leaving almost all critical 
voices inside the country 
hushed. 

Radio Free Asia is funded 
by an independent U.S. 
government agency, and 
says its mission is "to provide 
accurate and timely news 
and information to Asian 
countries whose govern¬ 
ments prohibit access to a 


free press." Its programs are 
transmitted by radio and 
television and also carried 
online. 

The former journalists in in¬ 
terviews this week with The 
Associated Press insisted 
they have done noth¬ 
ing wrong and hoped the 
court would drop both the 
charges against them. Po¬ 
lice in March 2018 added a 
charge of producing por¬ 
nography, which is punish¬ 
able by up to a year in jail. 
"If the court is independent 
and the trial is conducted 


according to the law, we 
do hope that we will be 
freed because we have 
done nothing wrong ac¬ 
cording to the charges," 
Yeang Sothearin said in a 
phone interview. 

"We hope that we will get 
a good result from the Fri¬ 
day trial and that we will be 
freed," Uon Chhin added. 
Rohit Mohajan, a spokes¬ 
man for Radio Free Asia, 
said in an email that the 
two face "unsubstantiat¬ 
ed charges, which never 
should have been brought 


forward in the first place." 
"The Phnom Penh Court 
Municipal Court can rectify 
this unnecessary and trou¬ 
bling situation by dismissing 
the case and all charges 
against them without de¬ 
lay," he said. 

Police initially said the two 
had been detained for run¬ 
ning an unlicensed kara¬ 
oke studio. But they were 
later accused of setting up 
a studio for RFA — which 
they deny — and charged 
with espionage. 

The two were released on 
bail a month after the 2018 
election, which was swept 
by Hun Sen's Cambodian 
People's Party in a vote 
widely seen as neither fair 
nor credible because the 
pro-government courts 
had dissolved the main op¬ 
position party in November 
2017. 

The conditions for granting 
release on bail included 
monthly police station vis¬ 
its and confiscation of their 
passports. 

Hun Sen, who has been 
in office since 1985 and 
has held a tight grip on 
power since ousting a co¬ 
prime minister in a bloody 
1997 coup, has a record 
of cracking down harshly 
when facing a serious chal¬ 
lenge, then effecting rec¬ 
onciliation when he no lon¬ 
ger feels threatened.^ 


Indonesia's Widodo tells AP he'll push economy, labor reform 


By STEPHEN WRIGHT 
KARIN LAUB 
Associated Press 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 

— Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo said in an in¬ 
terview Friday that he will 
push ahead with sweeping 
and potentially unpopular 
economic reforms, includ¬ 
ing a more business-friendly 
labor law, in his final term 
because he is no longer 
constrained by politics. 
Widodo also told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press that it is "entire¬ 
ly possible" that he could 
ban the hard-line Islamic 
Defenders Front during his 
second five-year term. 

The group wants Shariah 
law to apply to Indonesia's 
230 million Muslims. It was 
a key player in organiz¬ 
ing massive street protests 



A Muslim woman takes a selfie with Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo, right, during his visit at the Old Town in Jakarta, 
Indonesia, Friday, July 26, 2019. 

Associated Press 

in 2016 and 2017 against In recent years, Indonesia 
the governor of Jakarta, a — the world's most popu- 
Widodo ally, who was sub- lous Muslim-majority coun- 
sequently imprisoned for try — has faced a rise in 
blasphemy. Muslim militancy, a trend 


that could spook foreign in¬ 
vestors courted by Widodo 
as key drivers of economic 
growth. 

In a wide-ranging inter¬ 
view, Widodo outlined 
his priorities for his second 
term, including continuing 
large-scale infrastructure 
projects and simplifying a 
cumbersome bureaucra¬ 
cy. He said labor laws will 
be overhauled in what will 
be a politically challenging 
decision to attract more in¬ 
vestment and create more 
jobs. 

"In the next five years I 
have no political burden 
so in making a decision, 
especially important deci¬ 
sions for the country, in my 
opinion it will be easier," 
he said during a tour of Ja¬ 
karta, including a stop at a 


mosque in a working-class 
neighborhood where he 
performed Friday prayers. 
"Things that were impossi¬ 
ble before, I will make a lot 
of decisions on that in the 
next five years," said Wido¬ 
do, 58, who was reelected 
with a modestly increased 
majority in the April vote. In¬ 
donesia has nearly 270 mil¬ 
lion people and nearly 90% 
are Muslims. 

Widodo presents himself as 
a man of the people, often 
emphasizing his humble 
roots in a riverside slum in 
the central Java city of 
Solo. His popular appeal, 
including his pioneering 
use of social media, helped 
him win elections for mayor 
of Solo, governor of Jakar¬ 
ta and twice for president 
over the past 14 years. □ 
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Cardinal Ortega, former archbishop of Havana, dies at 82 



In this Dec. 9, 2009 file photo, Cuba's Cardinal Jaime Ortega speaks during a ceremony at the 
cathedral in Havana. 

Associated Press 


By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Cardinal 
Jaime Lucas Ortega y Ala- 
mino, a sugar worker's son 
who oversaw the first papal 
visit to Cuba, helped lower 
barriers to believers in the 
communist country and 
played a role in mediating 
improved U.S.-Cuba ties, 
died Friday at age 82. 

His death was announced 
by his successor, Havana 
Archbishop Juan de la Car- 
idad Garcia Rodriguez. 
Ortega helped open a di¬ 
alogue between Havana 
and the U.S. that led the 
two countries to resume 
relations in 2014, after 
presidents Raul Castro and 
Barack Obama secretly 
turned to Pope Francis for 
help. He served as a mes¬ 
senger for both sides, car¬ 
rying secret letters and re¬ 
sponses that helped thaw 
relations. 

With his flawless French, 
flowing vestments and 
dark-rimmed glasses, Orte¬ 
ga cut an elegant figure in 
Cuban society. Abroad, he 
was well known among fel¬ 
low cardinals, especially in 
the United States, where he 
befriended several, includ¬ 
ing Cardinal William Keeler, 
archbishop of Baltimore. 
Born and raised in Cuba, 
the country's top Roman 
Catholic leader was men¬ 
tioned at times as a long- 
shot candidate to succeed 
Pope John Paul II. 


But Ortega's beginnings 
were modest, and his climb 
up the ecclesiastical lad¬ 
der was arduous. 

The son of a sugar worker, 
Ortega was born on Oct. 
18, 1936, in the sugar mill 
town of Jaguey Grande 
in the central province of 
Matanzas, and moved to 
the provincial capital as a 
child. There, he attended 
public schools and began 
studying for the priesthood 
at San Alberto Magno 
Seminary. 

He completed his studies 
with the Fathers of Foreign 
Missions in Quebec, Cana¬ 
da, and returned to Matan¬ 
zas to be ordained on Aug. 
2, 1964 — just as the new 


communist government 
was further weakening 
an already feeble Cuban 
church. 

The church, long identi¬ 
fied with Cuba's wealthier 
citizens, took a vehemently 
anti-communist line shortly 
before Castro declared 
Cuba to be socialist in 1961. 
The government later ac¬ 
cused prominent Catholics 
of trying to topple Castro. 
Public religious events were 
banned after processions 
were transformed into po¬ 
litical protests, sometimes 
turning violent. Hundreds 
of foreign priests, mostly 
from Spain, were expelled. 
The more than 150 Catho¬ 
lic schools that once op¬ 


erated across the island 
were nationalized. Ortega 
was among many Cuban 
priests sent to military-run 
agricultural work camps, 
spending a year beginning 
in 1966. After his release, 
Ortega worked as a par¬ 
ish priest in his hometown. 
He also oversaw several 
neighboring parishes, trav¬ 
eling among churches to 
say Mass, perform baptisms 
and officiate at weddings. 
A practiced pianist, Ortega 
composed music for a Cu¬ 
ban Catholic Mass, and 
traveled to Havana weekly 
to lecture on theology at 
the San Carlos y San Am- 
brosio Seminary. 

Ortega was named bishop 


for the western province of 
Pinar del Rio in December 
1978 and was consecrated 
the following month. He 
became archbishop of Ha¬ 
vana in November 1981. 

At the time, the Cuban 
government was officially 
atheist. Believers of all faiths 
were banned from the 
Communist Party, the mili¬ 
tary and some other pro¬ 
fessions. But Ortega quietly 
helped rebuild the church 
infrastructure around Ha¬ 
vana, establishing new par¬ 
ishes and renovating more 
than 40 churches. 

He also set up Caritas of 
Havana, the first office of 
the Catholic relief charity 
in Cuba. That planted the 
seed for Caritas of Cuba, 
which delivers meals and 
medicine to people across 
the island. 

Ortega was named presi¬ 
dent of Cuba's Catholic 
Bishops Conference in 1988 
and held that position for a 
decade. 

In November 1994, Pope 
John Paul II named Ortega 
the first cardinal in Cuba in 
more than three decades 
— and the second in the 
island's history. 

In 1992, the government 
dropped its constitutional 
references to atheism, and 
a gradual thaw in church- 
state relations began, cul¬ 
minating with the papal vis¬ 
it on Jan. 21-25, 1998, and 
government acceptance 
of some outdoor religious 
events. □ 


Brazil challenges Russia, China on Venezuela crisis 



South Africa's Minister of International Relations and Cooperation 
Naledi Pandor and Brazil's Foreign Minister Ernesto Araujo pose 
for photograpghers as she arrives to take part in a photo session 
of BRICS representatives, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Friday, July 
26, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By DIANE JEANTET 
Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Bra¬ 
zil's foreign minister plunged 
immediately into the divi¬ 
sive question of Venezuela 
on Friday as he launched 
a meeting of senior offi¬ 
cials preparing for a BRICS 
nation summit, urging his 
counterparts from Russia, 
China, India and South Af¬ 
rica to hear Venezuelans' 
"cry for freedom." "Brazil has 
heard that cry. I appeal to 
you all to listen to it too," For¬ 
eign Minister Ernesto Araujo 
said at the opening session, 
reiterating his conserva¬ 
tive government's support 
for Venezuelan opposition 


leader Juan Guaido. Few 
issues divide the informal 
trade group as deeply as 
how to deal with Venezu¬ 
ela, whose socialist govern¬ 
ment is strongly backed by 
Russia and China, which 
have extensive investments 
there. The neighboring na¬ 
tion's economic and politi¬ 
cal crisis has caused tens of 
thousands of Venezuelans 
to pour into northern Brazil 
as part of a vastly larger re¬ 
gional migration crisis. 
Araujo denounced "a re¬ 
gime sustained by force" 
that he said has led to ex¬ 
treme poverty, hunger and 
"the exodus of 4 million Ven¬ 
ezuelans." He agreed with 


Russia on one key point, 
however: an opposition to 
foreign intervention. 

"Our action (in Venezue¬ 
la) doesn't have anything 
to do with intervention," 
Araujo told reporters later. 
"We agree that the solu¬ 
tion must be constructed 
by Venezuelans." The focus 
on Venezuela was a discor¬ 
dant start for the meeting 
of a group formed with the 
four nations were among 
the world's most dynamic 
rising economic forces — 
and when Brazil was gov¬ 
erned by a left-leaning 
government that was trying 
to reduce the influence of 
Washington. Q 
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Aruba Symphony Festival 2019 closing event 
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ORANJESTAD —Tonight will take 
place the Closing Concert of the 
Aruba Symphony Festival 2019 at 
Cas Di Cultura starting at 8PM. 

About the Festival 

The Aruba Symphony Festival and 
Academy founded by is an inter¬ 
national event where every year, 
first-class musicians from around 
the globe make Aruba their desti¬ 
nation. During these past 12 inten¬ 
sive days of music-making, guest 
artists and students from more than 
15 countries gave the happy island 
an unforgettable experience with 
full-house concerts, workshops, 
conferences and classes led by 
celebrated international artists. 

About the Founder 

Simon Gollo was born in Venezu¬ 
ela, but spent his formative years 
in Switzerland and is a Swiss citizen. 
Mr. Gollo has been invited to per¬ 
form and teach in China in Octo¬ 
ber. This will be the 24th country 
where he will have performed as 
a musician! He was the founder 


of the extremely successful Nue¬ 
vo Mundo Festival y Academia of 
Maracaibo that stopped function¬ 
ing in 2012 because of the social 
conditions in Venezuela. His love 
for Aruba started in 2006 when he 
gave a concert for the benefit of 
the Aruba Scholarship Foundation. 
His dream is now to see the Aruba 


Symphony Festival become the 
most important classical music fes¬ 
tival of the Caribbean region. 

Closing Event 

Featuring the Aruba Symphony Or- 
chestar playing: 

• Beethoven Symphony no. 7 

• A series of pieces for trum¬ 


pet and orchestra featuring inter¬ 
national soloist Francisco ‘Pancho’ 
Flores. 

Don’t miss this out! Tonight at 
Aruba’s House of Culture (Cas di 
Cultura) starting at 8PM. For more 
information visit www.arubasym- 
phonyfestival.com .□ 


The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors 

the Divi Aruba All Inclusive Resort 



EAGLE BEACH — Recently, Kimberley 
Richardson of the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority had the great pleasure to honor 
Aruba’s loyal and friendly visitors as Dis¬ 
tinguished Visitors of Aruba. The Distin¬ 
guished Visitor certificate is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, as a 
token of appreciation to the guests who 
visit Aruba 10 years and more consecu¬ 
tively. 

The honorees were the lovely couple 

Stephen and Jennifer Marciano and 
their two kids Nicholas and Olivia Mar¬ 
ciano from USA! 

This Family stated that they love the island 
very much, especially for its year-round 
sunny weather, nice sandy beaches, 
delicious variety of foods, its culture and 
Aruba’s warm and friendly people. 

Ms. Richardson together with the repre¬ 
sentatives of the Divi Aruba All Inclusive 
Resort presented the certificates to the 
honorees, and also handed over some 
presents and thanked them for choos¬ 
ing Aruba as their favorite vacation des¬ 
tination and as their home away from 
homeO 
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Urban Chic in Tropical Beach Decor 


ORANJESTAD — Coral Shell new luxury condos 
are located in the heart of Aruba at Oranjestad. 
This new luxury living offers 25 exclusive 
condominiums in different lay out: one, two, 
three, four and five bedrooms. All apartments 
have a spectacular view of the turquoise colored 
Caribbean ocean while located in the buzz of 
dynamic Oranjestad. 

Characteristics of the building style are light 
colors, open air, sea and sky with lots of windows. 
Here you will get inspired with the elements 
floating in and the free spirit the condos provide 
you with. Ingredients of the offered lifestyle are 
joy, luxury, peace, satisfaction and unwind. This is 
home coming to feel as you are, just YOU. 



Lush Lifestyle 

Coral Shell residence features are marble 
floors, double glass windows, kitchens fully 
equipped, modern, custom-designed closets 
and bathrooms, private laundry, private parking 
and fully air conditioned apartments. The 
residents will be able to enjoy amazing amenities 
like expansive social areas, an infinity pool and 
sun deck, a children’s pool, a fitness center 
overlooking the bay, spacious lobby, sauna, 
outdoor kitchen and barbecue. Wellness, sport, 
leisure, recreation, entertaining, socializing and a 
varied diversion to suit all ages and interests are 
included in the lifestyle Coral Shell offers. 


Please contact to visit: 

Phone: +297 587 9170 

L.G. Smith Boulevard w/ Beatrixstraat 20 

Oranjestad 

www.coralshellaruba.com 


Ready to Show 

The condominiums are 
already in the final phases 
of construction in order for 
interested buyers to see 
the layout in real and feel 
the space of the different 
sizes. You will be surprised 
how the large windows 
allow the sun to light up 
the interior and strengthen 
the color of everything 
including the blue ocean 
in front of you. Waking up 
in a sea of light is a blessing 
here and combined with 
the perfect location you 
have it all. Coral Shell is a 
guarantee for a happy 
dayO 



Paradise in the Pocket 

Imagine this being yourown 
dream home functioning 
as a base for exploring the 
wonderful island of Aruba. 
You can take a stroll in the 
adjacent Boy Ecury Park or 
do a work out in the Linear 
Park, just opposite your 
building. Shopping malls 
Renaissance Marketplace 
and Renaissance Mall, 
with their exclusive shops, 
are just a stone's throw 
away as is Oranjestad's 
downtown with its tram 
and shops. Restaurants, 
the cinema, night life are 
all within reach while the 
beautiful Surfside Beach is 
just 2 minutes away from 
your door. This city beach 
alongside the famous 
linear park is considered a 
hidden gem for tourists and 
a favorite spot for locals. 
Relax underneath the 
cooling shades of the kwihi 
trees and enjoy a lovely 
sunset while majestic cruise 
ships and local fishermen 
pass you by. Paradise is 
in your pocket with Coral 
Shell Condominiums. 
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Fun 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Cord BINGO | 8 Games to Ploy 

$1,500 in Cash Prizes 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 



Open daily ’Oam to 4am | J.E. frausquin Blvd #47 


Jackpot within 50 Calls f 51 Colls or more $111 

Additional S5DD Cash Prize in aur Monthly Early Bird Drawing when 
you purchase your card before noon! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuis 1 Baskiu-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The La 2 y Lizard j The Market 
Shalom Body & Sou! Spa | The Collectables 


CASINO AND SHOPS 

' 
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Today Is Going To Be A Good Day 



Here’s why: Aruba Today 
collected some things to 
do BEYOND the beach. Yes, 
we know. Aruba, located 
15 miles north of Venezuela 
in the warm waters of the 
southern Caribbean, is 
home to beautiful white- 
sand beaches, 82-degree 
days, and thus ideal for the 
perfect beach day. But we 
are also blessed with some 
of the warmest people in 
the world and our island is 
19.6 miles long and 6 miles 
across, with a total area of 
70 square miles. Bit more 
to discover than the white 


stretch on the coastline we 
say. Let’s mention some of 
these hidden gems. 

Nature Calls 

The Arikok National park is 
worth the ride. We love the 
hikes that are guided by 
the park’s rangers whose 
job is to maintain trails and 
protect natural resources. 
The flora and fauna are 
beautiful and the historical 
sites tell you about the 
island’s indigenous roots. 
The guided tours are even 
free of charge. If you are 
not up to walking, you can 


drive through the park, one 
way or another this park 
is a great place to spend 
an entire day. Cruising 
through the landscape 
you end up at some of the 
most stunning beaches 
like Dos Playa or Daimara 
Beach. In Total the park 
consists of 7907 acres 
protected nature with a 
richness of animals living 
in it. The Aruban whiptail 
lizard (cododo), Aruban 
cat eye snake (santanero) 
and endangered rattle 
snake (cascabel) are just 
some of them, you can 
also admire these close in 
the park’s Visitors' Center. 
For more information, 
visit the website www. 
arubanationalpark.org 

Philip's Animal Garden 

To stay with the animals, 
let’s hop to an amazing 
place. Something different 
to do, an experience that 
is to be enjoyed by people 
of all ages. Welcome to 
Philip's Animal Garden. 
We are not talking about 


a zoo here, this is actually 
a sanctuary for all types 
of creatures, from horses 
to peacocks, kangaroos 
to turtles, monkeys, goats, 
and many, many more 
different species. The place 
was founded in 2009 and 
it is the only organization 
rescuing and rehabilitating 
exotic animals in Aruba, 
which has resulted in an 
amazing collection of these 
animals. They provide a 
suitable living environment 
for all the rescued animals. 
Up until now the owner, 
Philip, has built this shelter 


with his own efforts; building 
all the cages from scratch, 
designing all structures and 
welding them with his own 
bare hands. His goal is to 
upgrade the facilities to a 
world-class animal shelter 
with veterinary care and 
round-the-clock staffs. With 
the input from the Aruban 
community and visitors 
they provide the best care 
for these animals. Please 
check out their website for 
more information: www. 
philipsanimalgarden.com. 

Continued on Page 16 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 


Free Shirt Sunday! 






Get a FREE Alhambra T-Shirt 

when you earn 250 Slot Points on Sunday 
with your Players' Club card! 
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THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique | R-Giass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Saul Spo | The Collectables 
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CASINO AND SHOPS 583.5000 I casinaalhambra.com 


Today Is Going To Be A Good Day 


Continued from Page 15 

The Lighthouse 

No, you would not think 
of this as a hidden gem. 
The California Lighthouse 
is actually one of the most 
known highlights in Aruba 
and many repeated guests 
most probably took the ride 


uphill already. But, there is 
a significant change to this 
tower. Since September 
2016 you can climb the 
top. In 2015 Stichting 
Monumentenfonds started 
the restoration of the 
California Lighthouse. 
The project finished in 
September 2016 and the 


Lighthouse is now open 
for visitors to enjoy the 
beautiful view from the 
top. The construction of 
the California Lighthouse 
started in 1915. The name 
‘California’ came from 
a vessel of the West 
India Company and 
Pacific Steamship Co. 





called ‘California’ that 
shipwrecked in the area 
in 1891. Therefore they 
came up with the idea of 
building a lighthouse that 
could indicate the island’s 
eastern tip to ships with its 
light. The lighthouse is now 
also open for tours, visit 
www.arubalighthouse.com 
for more information. 


Kayak in the Mangroves 

Mangel Halto at Savaneta 
is definitely a place not to 
miss out on. The beautiful 
beach with the natural 


mangroves is simply a 
beauty, but if you are into 
a more active way to enjoy 
the nature: take a kayak. 
While you are doing some 
workout -as it might get a 
little windy and rough-, you 
will see the island from a 
different perspective. You 
can even make a stop to do 
some snorkeling at the reef. 
Its fun, it's healthy and for 
sure something else. There 
are several companies that 
offer kayak tours, we had 
good experience with The 
Shack Kayak Tours Aruba, 
find them on Facebook. □ 
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Chicago Bears linebacker 
Khalil Mack runs on the field 
during an NFL football training 
camp in Bourbonnais, III., 
Friday, July 26, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Khalil Mack 
has more 
adjusting to 
do in Year 2 
with Bears 

By GENE CHAMBERLAIN 
Associated Press 
BOURBONNAIS, III. (AP) 

— Almost a year ago 
linebacker Khalil Mack 
watched and read what 
people said about his con¬ 
tract situation with fascina¬ 
tion. 

Much has changed since 
then, like his teammates, 
the money and now where 
he has to sleep. 

It’s another season, an¬ 
other new experience for 
Mack as he gets used to 
dormitory life again in his 
first Bourbonnais camp 
with the Chicago Bears. 
He’s sleeping in a bed 
possibly a degree or two 
above the floor in comfort 
level, and trying to find his 
way in a revamped defen¬ 
sive scheme after he trans¬ 
formed the Bears' defense 
info a league-leading 
group. 

“They told me I’m going to 
love it,” Mack said of Bour¬ 
bonnais. “I don’t know if 
it’s sarcastic or not, but I’m 
looking forward to it.” 



Matthew Fitzpatrick, of England, putts on the sev¬ 
enth green during the second round of the World 
Golf Championships-FedEx St. Jude Invitational Fri¬ 
day, July 26, 2019, in Memphis, Tenn. 

Associated Press 
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SATURDAY 27 JULY 


A18 ISP0RTS 



Matthew Fitzpatrick shoots 6-under 64 to take Memphis lead 



Matthew Fitzpatrick, of England, views his putt on the seventh green during the second round of 
the World Golf Championships-FedEx St. Jude Invitational Friday, July 26, 2019, in Memphis, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


By TERESA M. WALKER 
AP Sports Writer 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 

Matthew Fitzpatrick is play¬ 
ing at TPC Southwind for 
the first time in his young 
career, and the 24-year- 
old Englishman has found 
a course that fits him very, 
very well. 

Fitzpatrick shot a 6-under 
64 on Friday in the FedEx 
St. Jude Invitational to take 
a two-stroke lead into the 
weekend at the World Golf 
Championships event. 

He birdied the first four 
holes and finished with 
seven birdies and a bogey. 
He took the lead with his 
fifth birdie and added two 
more on the back nine to 
finish at 9-under 131. 

"The golf course probably 
suits me more than most," 
Fitzpatrick said. "If you miss 
a fairway, you don't know 
how it's going to come out 
of the rough so that makes 
it tougher. If I can just keep 
hitting fairways and greens, 
then give yourself a lot of 
chances. And ... the greens 
are so pure. Hopefully, from 
there just keep doing what 
I'm doing really." 

This is the third time Fitzpat¬ 
rick, who is still looking for 
his first tour win, has had 
the lead or shared the lead 
and second this year. He 
led after the third round at 
the Arnold Palmer Invita¬ 
tional and finished second. 
"It's a nice place to be," he 
said. 

Billy Horschel (66) had a 
chance to catch Fitzpat¬ 
rick after a birdie on his 17th 


hole. The 2014 FedExCup 
champ hit his tee shot on 
the par-3 eighth to 4 feet 
only to pull his tee shot left 
on No. 9 and finish with a 
bogey. He was tied for sec¬ 
ond with Patrick Cantlay 

(68) , Cameron Smith (68) 
and first-round leader Jon 
Rahm (71). Shugo Imahira 

(69) was another stroke 
back. 

"I had a couple bad tee 
shots that cost me bogeys, 
but other than that, do¬ 
ing a lot of good things," 
Horschel said. "Probably 
could have been lower if 
I had made a few more 
putts my first nine holes on 
the back side, get a little bit 
of momentum, but 4-under 
par on this course any day 
is really good." 


Top-ranked Brooks Koepka 
had a 67 to match 2018 
FedEx Cup champ Justin 
Rose (68), Bubba Watson 

(70), Ian Poulter (69), Webb 
Simpson (66), and Alex No- 
ren (69) at 5 under. 

"This golf course you kind of 
knew everybody was go¬ 
ing to be jam-packed," Ko¬ 
epka said. 

Fitzpatrick played a season 
at Northwestern and won 
the 2013 U.S. Amateur, be¬ 
coming first English champ 
since Harold Hilton in 1911. 
He turned pro in 2014 and 
has won five times interna¬ 
tionally. 

He tied for 12th at the U.S. 
Open in June and tied for 
20th last week at the British 
Open. 

On Friday, Fitzpatrick start¬ 


ed tied for 13th at 3 under. 
He hit 15 of 18 greens tak¬ 
ing advantage of his strong 
iron play, and the differ¬ 
ence this time was making 
his putts. 

"It's something I struggled 
to do this year," Fitzpatrick 
said. "Previous years I've 
been playing great and 
end of last year and major¬ 
ity of this year I've struggled 
a little bit. I mean, it's hard 
not to putt well on these 
greens, they're unbeliev¬ 
able. I would say they're 
probably the best we play 
on all year bar Augusta." 

He hit his approach on the 
par-4 first to 8 feet for bird¬ 
ie. He rolled in a 26-footer 
on No. 2, hit his third shot 
on the par-5 third to 8 feet 
and wrapped up his birdie 


binge on the par-3 fourth 
hitting his tee shot from 174 
yards to 10 feet. 

Fitzpatrick had a brief share 
of the lead at 7 under be¬ 
fore failing to get up and 
down from a green-side 
bunker on the par-3 eighth 
for his lone bogey through 
36 holes. He rebounded 
with birdie on No. 9 af¬ 
ter hitting his second from 
137 yards to 6 feet. With 
Rahm turning in his second 
straight bogey, Fitzpatrick 
took the lead to himself at 
7 under. Cantlay birdied 
No. 8 to share the lead with 
Fitzpatrick who hit his ap¬ 
proach within 7 feet on No. 
12 before rolling in the putt 
for his sixth birdie to take 
the lead back to himself 
at 8 under. He two-putted 
from 36 feet for birdie and 
a two-stroke lead at 9 un¬ 
der on the par-5 16th and 
parred out for the lead. 
After a double bogey on 
No. 12, Cantlay birdied 
two of his final three holes 
to stay close to Fitzpatrick. 
He finished his round with a 
40-footer for birdie. 

Divots: Fitzpatrick's 64 is his 
lowest score in 56 starts 
on the PGA Tour. ... Dustin 
Johnson, a two-time winner 
of the FedEx St. Jude Clas¬ 
sic on this course, birdied 
his final two holes and is 
at 2 under. ... Johnson also 
hit the water off the left 
edge of the par-3 11 th. TPC 
Southwind has had more 
balls in the water on the 
PGA Tour than any other 
course with 5,544 balls wet 
between 2003 and 2018.Q 


Wes Short Jr. takes 1 -shot lead at Senior British Open 



In this Thursday, June 29, 2017 file photo, Wes Short Jr. of the U.S 
holds up his ball during the first round of the U.S. Senior Open golf 
tournament, in Peabody, Mass. 

Associated Press 


LYTHAM ST. ANNES, England 
(AP) — Wes Short Jr. shot 
his second straight 3-under 
67 on Friday to take a one- 
shot lead after two rounds 
of the Senior British Open. 
After an up-and-down sec¬ 
ond round at Royal Lytham 
& St. Annes that included a 
double bogey on the par- 
4 sixth. Short closed with 
three straight birdies to post 
6-under 134 and take the 
solo lead at a senior major 
for the first time. "I like it. It 
makes you think," Short said 
of the English links that has 
hosted the British Open 11 
times. "I played a lot of dif¬ 


ferent shots off the tee and 
tried to avoid the bunkers 
and had a really nice (run) 
birdieing the last three." Fel¬ 
low American Scott Dunlap 
shot 68 and was one shot 
back. He bounced back 
from an early double bo¬ 
gey on the par-3 fourth. "I 
never played any of the 
regular Opens here, but 
I've played the golf course 
probably a half a dozen 
times and loved it," Dunlap 
said. "I really wanted to be 
here and see what it was 
like in tournament compe¬ 
tition, and so far, so good." 
Darren Clarke of North¬ 


ern Ireland, who won the 
2011 British Open at Royal 
St. George's, was third at 
4 under after his second 
consecutive 68 in his Senior 
Open debut. "I missed ev¬ 
erything today. Kept giving 
myself opportunities and 
just not making anything," 
Clarke said. "Particularly 
frustrating, whenever I give 
myself those chances and 
not take them, and hope¬ 
fully that doesn't cost me at 
the end of the week. Tee- 
to-green has all been pret¬ 
ty good. I got off to a bit of 
a dodgy start today, but af¬ 
ter that I played nicely.'Q 
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Cards tie Cubs for NL Central lead behind Goldschmidt 



St. Louis Cardinals' Paul Goldschmidt hits a solo home run off Pittsburgh Pirates starting pitcher Joe 
Musgrove during the fourth inning of a baseball game in Pittsburgh, Thursday, July 25, 2019. The 
Cardinals won 6-3. 


By The Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Paul 
Goldschmidt homered 
in his career-high fourth 
straight game, helping 
the Cardinals finish a four- 
game sweep of the Pirates. 
St. Louis (55-47) won for the 
eighth time in nine games 
to move into a tie with the 
idle Chicago Cubs atop 
the NL Central. 
Goldschmidt drove in nine 
runs and had four of the 
Cardinals’ 12 home runs 
during the sweep. 

Kolten Wong and Dexter 
Fowler also connected for 
St. Louis. Miles Mikolas (7- 
10) allowed three runs in 
six innings. Pittsburgh has 
dropped 11 of 13. Pirates 
right-hander Joe Musgrove 
(7-9) was charged with five 
earned runs in five innings. 
ROCKIES 8, NATIONALS 7 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Washington ace Max 
Scherzer lasted five innings 
in his return from the injured 
list, and the Rockies beat 
the Nationals in a battle of 
worn-out bullpens. 


Ian Desmond led off the 
ninth with a homer off 
42-year-old Fernando Rod¬ 
ney (0-4), who pitched in 
both games of Wednes¬ 
day's doubleheader. Rod¬ 
ney then walked Charlie 
Blackmon, who advanced 
on a wild pitch and a single 


by David Dahl, and Daniel 
Murphy drove in Blackmon 
with a groundout. 

Murphy homered and 
scored three times for the 
Rockies, who won for just 
the fourth time in their past 
20 games. Jairo Diaz (3-2) 
got the win, and Wade Da- 


Associated Press 

vis earned his 15th save. 
Anthony Rendon hit a 
three-run drive for Wash¬ 
ington, which wasted a 
chance to gain ground on 
first-place Atlanta in the NL 
East. 

Scherzer had been side¬ 
lined by inflammation un¬ 


der his right shoulder. He 
struggled with his com¬ 
mand at times in his first 
start since July 6. 

METS 4, PADRES 0 
NEW YORK (AP) — Jacob 
deGrom pitched seven in¬ 
nings of four-hit ball, send¬ 
ing the Mets to the win. 
Todd Frazier hit a two-run 
double as New York built 
a four-run lead against Eric 
Lauer, the most runs the 
Mets have scored in the first 
inning during deGrom’s 160 
starts. DeGrom (6-7) struck 
out nine while extending 
his scoreless streak to 17 
innings. The ace from the 
Sunshine State has a 1.86 
ERA in 52 day games, best 
in the majors since at least 
1913 for pitchers with at 
least 200 innings. 

Mets closer Edwin Diaz en¬ 
tered for the ninth and was 
pulled after Manny Macha¬ 
do drilled a base hit off his 
left big toe. Diaz limped off 
the field, and X-rays were 
negative. 

Lauer (5-8) was pulled after 
2 1/3 innings.Q 
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Bogaerts, Red Sox pound Tanaka, Yankees 19-3 




Boston Red Sox's Xander Bogaerts, left, celebrates his three-run homer with teammate Rafael Devers in the first inning of a baseball 
game against the New York Yankees at Fenway Park, Thursday, July 25, 2019, in Boston. 


By The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Xander 
Bogaerts hit a three-run 
homer in Boston's seven-run 
first inning, and the Red Sox 
pounded the AL East-lead¬ 
ing New York Yankees 19-3 
on Thursday night in the 
opener of their four-game 
series. 

The 19 runs were the most 
scored by the Red Sox 
against the Yankees in the 
117-year history of the ri¬ 
valry. 

Bogaerts finished with four 
hits, including a solo shot in 
the eighth. Andrew Benin- 
tendi and Jackie Bradley Jr. 
had three hits apiece. 

New York right-hander 
Masahiro Tanaka (7-6) al¬ 
lowed 12 runs and 12 hits 
in 3 1/3 innings. It was the 
most earned runs ever al¬ 
lowed by a Yankees pitch¬ 
er against Boston since the 
earned run became an of¬ 
ficial stat in 1913. 

Rick Porcello (9-7) pitched 
six innings of three-run ball 
for Boston. 

TWINS 10, WHITE SOX 3 
CHICAGO (AP) — Nelson 
Cruz hit three of Minne¬ 
sota's five homers and fin¬ 
ished with five RBIs, power¬ 
ing the Twins to the rout. 

It was the first three-homer 
game for the six-time All- 


Star, who has 385 home 
runs in his career. He be¬ 
came the 10th player in 
big league history with a 
three-homer game after 
turning 39, according to 
Baseball Prospectus, join¬ 
ing a list that includes Babe 
Ruth, Stan Musial, Reggie 
Jackson, Dave Winfield, 
Frank Thomas and Alex Ro¬ 
driguez. 

Max Kepler and Miguel 
Sano also connected as 
Minnesota (62-40) totaled 
at least five homers for a 
major league-record ninth 
time this season, accord¬ 
ing to STATS. Jose Berrios (9- 
5) pitched seven effective 
innings for his first win since 
June 6. 

The White Sox (45-55) 
dropped 10 games below 
.500 for the first time this 
season. Yoan Moncada hit 
his 19th homer, but Lucas 
Giolito (11-5) was hit hard 
by Cruz and company. 
ORIOLES 10, ANGELS 8, 16 
INNINGS 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 

Jonathan Villar hit a two- 
run homer in the 16th in¬ 
ning and Stevie Wilkerson 
became the first position 
player in major league his¬ 
tory to earn a save as Balti¬ 
more recovered from blow¬ 
ing a three-run lead in the 


15th for a wild victory over 
Los Angeles. 

Wilkerson came in from 
center field for the 16th as 
the Orioles' 10th pitcher. His 
lobs to the plate clocked in 
the mid-50s (mph) on the 
radar gun, but he got three 
straight outs in the final 
weirdness of a remarkable 
night at Angel Stadium. 
Villar, playing shortstop, 
saved Baltimore in the 15th 
when he cut down the po¬ 
tential winning run at the 
plate with a relay throw 
home on Mike Trout's two- 
run double that tied it at 8. 
The play was reviewed and 
the out call upheld — just 
after 4 a.m. at the replay 
center in New York. 

Villar then connected off 
Griffin Canning (3-6), the 
Angels’ 10th pitcher and 
their scheduled starter for 
Friday's game before this 
series opener spiraled into 
a mess that lasted 6 hours, 
19 minutes. 

Both teams blew multi¬ 
run leads, and the Angels 
came within a desperate 
tag of walking off on Trout's 
bases-loaded double off 
Tanner Scott (1-0). David 
Fletcher tried to score from 
first, but was called out on 
a bang-bang play at the 
plate. 


Associated Press 

Instead, Villar hit the latest 
go-ahead homer in Orioles 
history off Canning, who 
yielded five runs in two in¬ 
nings. 

The last-place Orioles ral¬ 
lied from a late two-run 
deficit and eventually 
snapped the Angels’ four- 
game winning streak, with 
the final out recorded just 
before 1:30 a.m. 

Three hours earlier, the An¬ 
gels were up 4-2 heading 
to the eighth after Kole Cal¬ 
houn's three-run double. 
Trey Mancini put Baltimore 
up 5-4 with a homer in the 
ninth before Brian Goodwin 
tied it in the bottom half 
with a one-out homer of his 
own. 

INDIANS 5, ROYALS 4, 14 IN¬ 
NINGS 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

Jose Ramirez homered in 
the 14th inning, and the In¬ 
dians edged the Royals in 
a game that lasted almost 
five hours and finished after 
midnight. 

Jake Bauers singled home 
Jason Kipnis in the 14th off 
Brian Flynn (2-2) to add 
an insurance run — and 
Cleveland needed it. 

A.J. Cole earned his first 
save since May 15, 2015, 
in his second major league 
appearance. After allow¬ 


ing the first three batters to 
reach. Cole retired the next 
three in order, striking out 
Bubba Starling to end the 
game. 

Kansas City got one run in 
the 14th on Jorge Soler's 
sacrifice fly. 

Francisco Lindor homered 
for the Indians, who re¬ 
mained two games behind 
AL Central-leading Min¬ 
nesota. Nick Goody (2-0) 
threw two scoreless innings 
for the win. 

RANGERS 11, ATHLETICS 3 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 

Danny Santana hit a grand 
slam and drove in a career- 
high six runs as slumping 
Texas won on the road. 
Asdrubal Cabrera had 
three hits and scored twice 
during the Rangers' high¬ 
est-scoring game in nearly 
seven weeks. 

Texas won after placing 
outfielder Joey Gallo on 
the injured list following 
wrist surgery earlier in the 
day. The All-Star slugger will 
miss at least a month. 
Ramon Laureano singled in 
two runs for Oakland. The 
A's have lost four of five and 
hold a half-game lead for 
the second AL wild card. 
Ariel Jurado (6-6) allowed 
three runs in seven innings 
in his first win since June 27. 
Oakland's Brett Anderson 
(9-6) gave up five runs in 4 
2/3 innings. 

MARINERS 10, TIGERS 2 
SEATTLE (AP) — Tim Beck¬ 
ham hit his second grand 
slam of the season and 
Kyle Seager connected for 
a solo drive, leading Seattle 
to the victory. 

J.P. Crawford added two 
hits and scored three times 
as Seattle won two in a row 
for the first time in a month. 
Daniel Vogelbach drove in 
three runs, and Wade LeB- 
lanc (6-3) pitched six effec¬ 
tive innings. 

Last-place Detroit lost for 
the ninth time in 10 games, 
continuing years of trouble 
against the AL West. The 
Tigers finished with just five 
hits. 

John Hicks homered in the 
third, but Seattle respond¬ 
ed with five runs in the bot¬ 
tom half. 

Detroit right-hander Drew 
VerHagen (1-1) was 
charged with seven runs, 
six earned, in four innings.Q 












Chicago Bears linebacker Khalil Mack checks a ball during an NFL football training camp in 
Bourbonnais, III., Friday, July 26, 2019. 
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Khalil Mack 


Continued from Page 17 

The dorm reminds Mack 
of his days playing at the 
University of Buffalo, or the 
apartment at the same 
school where his little broth¬ 
er, LeDarius, now lives while 
playing linebacker. The 
training camp bed isn’t 
quite up to specifications 
for $141 million players. 

“I might have to get an¬ 
other layer of cushion on 
there, because it looks a 
little dead," Mack said. 
“But it should be smooth, 
though.” 

Bed of nails aside, the 
whole idea of leaving Chi¬ 
cago and the comforts of 
home for a few weeks at 
camp isn’t lost on Mack. 
“Just the camaraderie, 
coming together, getting 
better as a team and that’s 
what it's all about, coming 
together and getting bet¬ 
ter as a team and making 
the most of this time,” Mack 
said. 

Last year Mack missed all 
this as he watched and 
heard everything being 
said about how much 
money he might receive or 
what team he could end 
up with during a contract 
holdout with the Oakland 
Raiders. Then came the 
shocking trade to the Bears 
just before the regular sea¬ 
son. 

“I mean, on the outside 
looking in, it was cool,” 
Mack said. “It was cool 
to see what was going 


on, what was being said, 
who thought this and who 
thought that. But ultimate¬ 
ly I knew whatever hap¬ 
pened, I was going to hit 
the ground running. 

“I’m glad the Bears gave 
me that opportunity. I’m 
still trying to make the most 
of it.” 

In a sense. Mack must do 
what he did all over again. 
Except this year he has a 
full Bears defensive side 
doing the same. The entire 
Bears defense is trying to 
learn the system changes 
brought by new defensive 
coordinator Chuck Paga- 
no, who took over after Vic 
Fangio left to coach the 
Broncos. 

Pagano has already won 
plenty over with his person¬ 
ality, but the scheme is an 
adjustment. 

Mack had 12 1/2 sacks last 
year, even with two missed 
games due to an ankle in¬ 
jury. If the Bears use him in a 
similar manner, more could 
be expected in Year 2. 
“Schematically, you can’t 
tell too much, but it’s all- 
around solid,” Mack said. 
“He's going to put you in 
position to make plays and 
that’s what it’s all about." 
Mack pointed out it can't 
be much tougher learn¬ 
ing the changes required 
in Pagano’s scheme than 
it was arriving in Chicago 
without training camp or 
offseason work and play¬ 
ing eight days later in the 
opener against the Green 


Bay Packers. “Who knows? 
I feel like they put me at dif¬ 
ferent spots last year, even 
with the shortened time I 
had to learn the scheme,” 
Mack said. “Ultimately, who 
knows, but who cares? As 
long as I can get out there 
and play with these guys. 
I’m going to be having fun. 
And we’re going to ulti¬ 
mately try to win.” 

The goal for Mack, defen¬ 
sive end Akiem Hicks, and 
the defense is finding a 
rhythm like they had last 
year when they led the 
league in scoring defense, 
rushing defense and forc¬ 
ing turnovers. 

“We want to say that we 
know the defense like the 
back of our hand,” Hicks 
said. 

“We want to go out there 
and it's second-nature 
where we are not spending 
time thinking." 

Mack, Hicks and the Bears 
defense are still smarting 
from the playoff loss to Phil¬ 
adelphia on Cody Parkey’s 
double-doink field goal. 
So they put little stock in 
offseason talk the defense 
could regress or possibly 
lose its edge. 

“Ultimately, we're hungrier 
than we were last year,” 
Mack said. “I’m speaking 
for myself, as well. I’m way 
hungrier than I was last 
year. 

“It definitely wasn’t good 
enough. I’m just looking for¬ 
ward to this year and get¬ 
ting better.”Q 
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Christian Coleman celebrates in front of Michael Rodgers, 
right, as he wins the men’s 100-meter dash final at the U.S. 
Championships athletics meet, Friday, July 26, 2019, in Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

Associated Press 

Coleman takes 100 


national title as 
Gatlin sits out final 


By PAT GRAHAM 
AP Sports Writer 

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — Christian Coleman didn’t plan 
the gesture. He didn’t even know it was happening. 

Right as he crossed the finish line, Coleman outstretched 
his fingers on both hands in a “V’' formation — for victory. 
A convincing one at that. 

Coleman cruised to the 100-meter title at the U.S. cham¬ 
pionships Friday night in a final that Justin Gatlin elected 
to sit out. 

The 23-year-old blasted out of the starting blocks and fin¬ 
ished in 9.99 seconds. Michael Rodgers was second by 
thousandths of a second over Christopher Belcher. Both 
times flashed 10.12. 

“It felt smooth. No complaints here,” said Coleman, 
who’s planning to run the 200 as well. “I knew that if I 
just got on top of this field, and do what I’ve got to do 
it (would) work out. I feel like I pretty much controlled it 
from the start.” 

The 37-year-old Gatlin ran in the semifinal round, but his 
spot in lane two was empty for the final. He already had 
a guaranteed 100 spot for the world championships in 
Doha this fall, because he’s the defending champion. 
Bummed not to see Gatlin? 

“Not really. I just wanted to make the team,” Coleman 
said. 

Two years ago in London, Gatlin edged Coleman in the 
100 final. 

Round 2 is coming up in Doha in late September. Their 
rivalry just might be a preview of things to come at the 
Tokyo Olympics in a year. 

In the women’s 100, Teahna Daniels used a strong surge 
midway through the race to win in 11.20 seconds. Eng¬ 
lish Gardner was second in 11.25 seconds and Morolake 
Akinosun third (11.28). 

Out of the University of Texas, Daniels just recently turned 
pro. She was fourth at the NCAA outdoor meet in June. 
“It’s surreal. I can’t put into words how I felt at that mo¬ 
ment,” Daniels said. It means so, so, so, so much.” 

Allyson Felix showed her fitness is rapidly returning in ad¬ 
vancing to the 400 final. The six-time Olympic gold med¬ 
alist was nearly a second faster in her semifinal run than 
in a first-round performance that she described as rusty. 

It was just Felix’s second race in 13 months and as a mom. 
Her goal is not to in tip-top form now but next summer. 

“I know I'm in some kind of shape, but I’m notrace sharp," 
the 33-year-old Felix said. 

“It’s going to take some time.” 

Asked what her expectations were for nationals, Felix 
didn’t shy away: “I’m a competitor — to win.”Q 
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Bernal storms _ literally _ into Tour yellow amid icy chaos 



Colombia's Egan Bernal wearing the best young rider's white jersey climbs Iseran pass during the nineteenth stage of the Tour de 
France cycling race over 126,5 kilometers (78,60 miles) with start in Saint Jean De Maurienne and finish in Tignes, France, Friday, 


July 26, 2019 

By JOHN LEICESTER and 
SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
AP Sports Writers 
TIGNES, France (AP) — In 

an instant, and just as it was 
becoming even more thrill¬ 
ing, the most exciting Tour 
de France in decades be¬ 
came truly bizarre. 

A violent hailstorm threw 
cycling's greatest race into 
chaos on Friday, forcing 
organizers to cut short a 
nail-biting stage in the high 
Alps because riders were 
speeding, unbeknownst to 
them, headlong toward 
a road that had suddenly 
become covered with ice 
and giant puddles and cut 
in half by a rockslide. 
Concerned for riders' safe¬ 
ty on mountain roads that 
can be dangerous at the 
best of times, race organiz¬ 
ers made an on-the-spot 
and extremely rare deci¬ 
sion that the stage couldn't 
continue. 

The shockwave was im¬ 
mediate and heavy in 
repercussions. Unable to 
reach the planned finish 


at the ski station of Tignes, 
organizers decided that 
riders' placings would in¬ 
stead be based on their 
time at the top of the high¬ 
est mountain pass of this 
Tour — the Iseran, at 2,770 
meters (9,090 feet) above 
sea level — which leading 
riders, but not all, had just 
scaled when the race was 
stopped. 

And just like that, Colombi¬ 
an rider Egan Bernal found 
himself in the yellow jersey. 
He flew away from Julian 
Alaphilippe on the climb 
and reached the top 2 
minutes, 10 seconds ahead 
of the Frenchman, who 
had held the race lead for 
a total of 14 days. 

Bernal was speeding down 
hairpins on the other side, 
with Alaphilippe hot on his 
trail, hoping to save his race 
lead, when they received 
the order to stop racing. 

"I don't really know what 
happened. I was speed¬ 
ing, attacking, and every¬ 
thing was going well and 
then they told me to stop. 


I didn't want to stop," Ber¬ 
nal said through a transla¬ 
tor on French television. 
"When they told me that I 
was the race leader and 
I had the yellow jersey, I 
couldn't believe it and I 
still can't believe it." Orga¬ 
nizers scrambled to deal 
with the disarray and riders 
clambered off their bikes, 
not immediately sure what 
was going on. Exception¬ 
ally, there was no winner of 
Stage 19, because no one 
had reached the finish. 

"This Tour is crazy," race di¬ 
rector Christian Prudhom- 
me said. "We would never 
have imagined a day like 
this." 

Having made France 
dream of having a first Tour 
winner since 1985, and 
having contributed more 
than anyone to make this 
Tour more memorable 
than most with his punchy 
riding, Alaphillipe lost the 
race lead as the Champs- 
Elysees in Paris was almost 
within touching distance. 
Prudhomme said the hair- 
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raising speeds of Bernal, 
Alaphilippe and other rid¬ 
ers on the downhill from the 
Iseran in part prompted the 
decision to stop the race 
there and then. 

"We could see that they 
were taking risks and we 
knew that they couldn't go 
much further," he said. "The 
only thing that counts is the 
riders' health and safety. It 
was impossible." 

Bernal, who races on the 
Ineos team, was 1:30 be¬ 
hind Alaphilippe at the 
start of the stage. Ahead of 
Saturday's final trek in the 
Alps, the last competitive 
stage before a traditional 
processional ride to Paris, 
the 22-year-old Bernal is 
now in an ideal position to 
become the first Colombi¬ 
an to win cycling's biggest 
race. 

Prudhomme said riders' tim¬ 
ings at the top of the Iseran 
were taken the old-fash¬ 
ioned way, with a watch. 
Normally, organizers fur¬ 
nish riders' placings almost 
immediately after each 


stage. On Friday, organiz¬ 
ers first provided delayed 
provisional standings and 
then tweaked the results in 
official standings that took 
about three hours to final¬ 
ize. Bernal now leads Ala¬ 
philippe by 48 seconds. De¬ 
fending champion Geraint 
Thomas is third, 1:16 behind 
Bernal — not 1:03 back as 
organizers first announced. 
Alaphilippe said he'd been 
bracing to lose the lead 
on the tough Alpine stage, 
but no one had imagined it 
would happen in such dra¬ 
matic circumstances. 

"I gave it all, I don't have 
any regret," he said. "I've 
been beaten by stronger 
than me." 

The sudden storm turned 
summer into almost winter 
in just minutes, with a dust¬ 
ing of white covering what 
had been lush summer 
pastures of green. A snow¬ 
plow driver tried to clear 
away the slush, throwing 
up waves of water, on the 
road flooded with torrents 
of water and ice. 

It wasn’t the first time that 
Alpine weather had thrown 
Tour organizers' plans into 
disarray. At the 1996 Tour, 
what had been planned as 
a 190-kilometer (118-mile) 
stage from Val d'lsere to 
Sestrieres was slashed to 
just 46 kilometers because 
of snow, with both the Is¬ 
eran and Galibier passes 
not climbed as planned. 
Black storm clouds could 
be seen looming on the 
horizon as Bernal went over 
the top of the climb. 
Although Bernal was all 
smiles as he stepped into an 
Ineos car, other contend¬ 
ers including Alaphlippe 
looked disappointed. The 
French rider waved his left 
arm in disdain and swerved 
back and forth across the 
road. Colombian rider 
Rigoberto Uran looked an¬ 
gry. 

But Marc Madiot, the man¬ 
ager of the Groupama-FDJ 
team, applauded the stop¬ 
page. 

"Safety is the first priority 
and the decision to stop 
the stage seemed to be 
the only decision to make," 
he said. "Imagine that the 
race had a continued and 
a rider had plunged into a 
ravine.'Q 
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Manuel wins 2nd straight world title in women's 100 free 


By BETH HARRIS 
AP Sports Writer 
GWANGJU, South Korea 
(AP) — Simone Manuel 
wasn't swimming up to her 
standards, and she felt her 
relay anchor leg that result¬ 
ed in a silver medal for the 
U.S. proved it. 

Then she remembered it's 
about bouncing back. 
Manuel did just that in the 
100 freestyle, winning her 
second straight title at the 
world championships on 
Friday. 

Relegated to Lane 1 with 
the slowest qualifying time, 
the American led all the 
way and touched first in 
52.04 seconds, beating 
Cate Campbell of Australia 
by 0.39 seconds. 

"Not everybody has a per¬ 
fect swim every time so I 
just needed to regroup and 
put on a good face," the 
22-year-old Texan said. "I'm 
a veteran on the team, so 
I have to be able to show 
a little bit of poise in these 
hard moments." 

Manuel was unable to hold 
off Campbell on the an¬ 
chor leg of the 4x100 free 
relay earlier in the meet, 
with Australia claiming gold 
and the U.S. silver. 

"I did take that relay really 
hard because I didn't feel 
like I did as best as I possibly 
could," Manuel said. 

She made up for it in the 
100 free. 

Manuel was the only wom¬ 
an under 25 seconds on the 
opening lap. She knocked 
1.27 seconds off her time 
from the morning semifinals 
that landed her in the far 
outside lane. 

Manuel became the sec¬ 
ond woman to win multiple 
titles in the 100 free, join¬ 



Umted States Simone Manuel waves after winning the women s 100m freestyle final at the World 
Swimming Championships in Gwangju, South Korea, Saturday, July 27, 2019. 


ing Kornelia Ender of the 
former East Germany, who 
won in 1973 and '75. 

Sarah Sjostrom of Sweden, 
the world-record holder, 
took bronze. 

In 2016, Manuel became 
the first African-American 
woman to win an individ¬ 
ual swimming gold at the 
Olympics when she tied 
Canada's Penny Oleksiak 
for gold in Rio de Janeiro. 
Mack Horton rallied Austra¬ 
lia to victory in the men's 
4x200 freestyle relay, put¬ 
ting them in front with a 
lap to go. Clyde Lewis, Kyle 
Chalmers, Alexander Gra¬ 
ham and Horton won in 
7:00.85. 

Russia took silver in 7:01.81. 
The U.S. team of Andrew 
Seliskar, Blake Pieroni, Zach 
Apple and Townley Haas 
earned bronze in 7:01.98. 
Sun Yang swam China's 


anchor leg against Horton, 
but he wasn't able to move 
up and his team finished 
sixth in his final event. 

Sun swept the 200 and 400 
freestyles, winning the 200 
via disqualification and 
beating Horton in the 400. 
Horton snubbed Sun on 
the podium because the 
Aussie is angry that FINA 
allowed him to compete 
this week while facing a 
career-threatening hearing 
involving a clash with drug 
testers. 

Leading off the relay for 
Britain was Duncan Scott, 
who snubbed Sun on the 
podium after the 200 free 
for similar reasons as Hor¬ 
ton. 

Yuliya Efimova of Russia 
claimed a record third ti¬ 
tle in the 200 breaststroke. 
She won in 2:20.17 without 
competition from Ameri- 
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can rival Lilly King, who was 
disqualified in the prelimi¬ 
nary heats when she didn't 
touch both hands on the 
wall at the same time in a 
turn. 

"I'm sad that she's not here 
because it would probably 
mean a more interesting 
race," Efimova said. "I told 
my dad after semifinals 
that I swam fast and I don't 
know what to do in finals 
because I did everything 
already." 

It was Efimova's 14th indi¬ 
vidual world medal, tying 
her with Katinka Hosszu of 
Hungary and Sjostrom for 
most among women. 
Tatjana Schoenmaker of 
South Africa earned silver, 
becoming her country's 
first woman to win a swim¬ 
ming medal at worlds. She 
was in tears on the podium 
and received her medal 


from countrywoman Pen¬ 
ny Heyns, who swept the 
breaststroke events at the 
1996 Atlanta Olympics. 

"I was completely shocked," 
Schoenmaker said. 

Sydney Pickrem of Canada 
took bronze. 

Anton Chupkov of Russia 
broke the world record in 
the 200 breaststroke, touch¬ 
ing in 2:06.12 in defense of 
his title from two years ago 
in Budapest. 

That lowered the mark of 
2:06.67 that Matthew Wil¬ 
son of Australia had tied in 
the semifinals a day earlier. 
Ippei Watanabe of Japan, 
who earned bronze, set the 
mark in January 2017 in To¬ 
kyo. 

Chupkov was eighth after 
the first lap and moved 
up to fifth at 150 meters. 
He came home in 31.89 to 
overtake Wilson, who led 
from the start and finished 
second. 

Evgeny Rylov of Russia de¬ 
fended his 200 backstroke 
title, beating Olympic 
champion Ryan Murphy af¬ 
ter the two dueled through 
the closing meters. 

Rylov led all the way and 
touched in 1:53.40. Murphy 
settled for silver in 1:54.12. 
Luke Greenbank of Britain 
earned bronze. 

Two more world records fell 
in semifinals at the hands of 
Americans. 

Caeleb Dressel broke Mi¬ 
chael Phelps' record in the 
100 butterfly and Regan 
Smith lowered the mark in 
the 200 backstroke. 

Dressel won his heat in 
49.50 seconds — 0.32 sec¬ 
onds better than Phelps' 
mark set at the 2009 world 
meet in Rome at the height 
of the high-tech suit era. □ 


Fresh off 14-month ban, Ryan Lochte set to compete in pool 


STANFORD, Calif. (AP) — Ryan 
Lochte is set to return to competi¬ 
tion next week, fresh off the end 
of a 14-month suspension for re¬ 
ceiving an intravenous injection. 
The 12-time Olympic medalist 
will compete in the U.S. national 
championships at Stanford, which 
run Wednesday 31-Aug. 4. Lochte 
is entered in six events, starting 
with the 100-meter freestyle on 
Wednesday. 

His other events are the 200 and 


400 individual medleys, 200 free, 
100 backstroke and 100 butterfly. 
He is aiming to make a fifth Olym¬ 
pics next year in Tokyo. Lochte 
served the ban after posting a 
photo of him receiving a vitamin 
injection on Instagram in May 
2018, triggering a U.S. Anti-Doping 
Agency investigation that found 
the swimmer didn't take a banned 
substance. Intravenous injections, 
however, are allowed only if an 
athlete has been granted an ex¬ 


emption from USADA. Lochte did 
not have such an exemption. 
Lochte's suspension kept him from 
competing at U.S. nationals last 
summer, when swimmers qualified 
for the world championships cur¬ 
rently being held in South Korea. 
Last fall, his attorney said Lochte 
underwent counseling for alcohol 
use. 

The 34-year-old swimmer has com¬ 
peted sparingly since the 2016 Rio 
Olympics, where he claimed he 


was robbed at gunpoint at a gas 
station. Rio police said Lochte's 
robbery story was false. Charges 
of "falsely communicating a crime 
to authorities" were eventually 
dropped by a Brazilian court. The 
incident resulted in a 10-month 
suspension from USA Swimming. 
Since Rio, Lochte has gotten mar¬ 
ried, had two children and his 
wife is expecting a third. He's also 
appeared on the TV reality show 
"Celebrity Big Brother.'Q 
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AP Explains: What T-Mobile takeover of Sprint means for you 


By MAE ANDERSON and 
TALI ARBEL 

AP Technology Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — U S. 

antitrust regulators have 
cleared T-Mobile's $26.5 bil¬ 
lion takeover of rival Sprint, 
leaving just three major 
cellphone companies, 
while creating a smaller 
competitor in satellite-TV 
company Dish. 

While there are still a few 
hurdles to be cleared for 
the deal to close, here's 
what a combined T-Mo- 
bile-Sprint company could 
mean for you and your cell¬ 
phone bill: 

FOR MOST T-MOBILE AND 
SPRINT CUSTOMERS 

Sprint customers will be 
eventually transferred to 
the new T-Mobile, but that 
transition will take a few 
years. If you are a T-Mobile 
customer, you might not 
see many changes. 
However, because the 
goal of the takeover is to 
roll out a next-generation 
"5G" network, subscribers of 
both could ultimately see 
faster service. 

WHAT ABOUT PREPAID CUS¬ 
TOMERS? 

As part of the deal. Dish will 
get Sprint's prepaid busi¬ 
ness, including Boost Mo¬ 
bile and Virgin Mobile. 

Even if its network isn't 
ready, customers aren't 
supposed to see service 
quality drop, as Dish is go¬ 
ing to use T-Mobile's net¬ 
work until it can run its own. 
HOW STRONG IS DISH? 
That's an open question. 
Public-interest groups point 
out that Sprint is an existing 
company with more than 
50 million subscribers. 

Dish would start from 
scratch building a network 
that will cost tens of billions. 
It gets only 9 million custom¬ 
ers from the deal and will 
have to fight to win more. 
As for the network. Dish al¬ 
ready owns spectrum, or 
airwave rights, but hasn't 
been using it. 

Friday's deal would give 
Dish additional airwaves 
that travel far and work 
well in rural areas. 

Dish is supposed to put 
those to use in its own net¬ 
work, but it has to rely on 
T-Mobile's network in the 
meantime. MoffettNathan- 
son analyst Craig Moffett 



This combination of April 30, 2018, file photos shows signage for a Sprint store in New York's Herald Square, top, and signage at a 
T-Mobile store in New York U.S. regulators are approving T-Mobile's $26.5 billion takeover of rival Sprint, despite fears of higher prices 
and job cuts. 
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says the set-up suggests 
Dish won't have an incen¬ 
tive to set "aggressively" low 
prices. 

Dish says it will offer service 
to 70 percent of the U.S. 
population by 2023. But 
while it's billed as 5G, Dish 
is promising speeds that 
are only slightly higher than 
what's typical today. 

It may take a while be¬ 
fore Dish can challenge 
the bigger companies in a 
way that benefits consum¬ 
ers — if it ever does — the 
way T-Mobile developed a 
reputation for itself as the 
"Un-carrier." 

AND FOR VERIZON AND 
AT&T CUSTOMERS? 

T-Mobile was instrumental 
in pushing the more estab¬ 
lished players to be more 
consumer friendly, doing 
away with two-year phone 
contracts and offering un¬ 
limited data plans. T-Mobile 
has offered goodies for its 
customers like free or dis¬ 
counted Netflix and free 
international data. With just 
three major providers, the 
worry is that there would be 
less incentive to add servic¬ 
es that consumers like or to 
compete on price. 

T-Mobile has promised not 
to raise prices for three 
years, but after that, it's fair 
game. But T-Mobile CEO 
John Legere said Friday 


that the company will con¬ 
tinue to be the "Un-carrier" 
and keep Verizon, AT&T 
and others on their toes. 

SO WILL PRICES GO UP OR 
DOWN? 

Opinion is divided. Gen¬ 
erally, fewer competitors 
mean higher prices, which 
is part of the reason the 
Department of Justice re¬ 
quired the companies to 
sell part of its business to 
Dish to keep the number of 
major wireless providers at 
four. 

"Americans across the 
country will likely pay high¬ 
er prices for worse service 
in a wireless market domi¬ 
nated by AT&T, Verizon, 
and T-Mobile," said Barry 
Lynn, executive director of 
the Open Markets Institute, 
a research group that pro¬ 
motes competition. "The 
problem is especially bad 
for poor and rural custom¬ 
ers." 

But others, including T-Mo¬ 
bile of course, say prices 
won't rise and the deal is 
good for consumers. 
"Private industry has every 
incentive to give American 
consumers what they want: 
faster, better, cheaper 
wireless service," said Pat¬ 
rick Hedger, research fel¬ 
low at the Competitive 
Enterprise Institute, a think 
tank that favors free mar¬ 


kets and limited govern¬ 
ment intervention. 

WILL THIS DEAL ACTUALLY 
HAPPEN? 

A federal judge still must 
sign off on the approval, 
as it includes conditions for 
the new company. And 14 
attorneys general are suing 
to stop the deal. 

HOW SOON WOULD T-MO- 
BILE AND SPRINT ROLL OUT 
5G? 

5G is the next generation of 
wireless service that has be¬ 
come a politically touchy 
subject. President Donald 
Trump has said he wants 
the U.S. to "win" on 5G, par¬ 


ticularly against China. It 
promises faster speeds and 
opportunities for new tech¬ 
nologies. 

Both Sprint and T-Mobile 
have already launched 
5G networks in certain cit¬ 
ies. They have said they will 
be able to do it faster and 
better now than they could 
individually. They have 
promised to cover 97 per¬ 
cent of U.S. in three years 
and 99 percent in six years. 
T-Mobile had said that it 
planned to launch a na¬ 
tionwide network by 2020 
itself, but didn't have such 
specific targets.Q 
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US stocks reach records following strong earnings 



In this Friday, July 19 2019, file photo specialist Mark Otto, left, and trader Fred DeMarco work on 
the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 
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By STAN CHOE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. stock 
indexes rose Friday follow¬ 
ing strong profit reports 
from Google's parent com¬ 
pany, Twitter and other big 
corporations. The S&P 500 
again flirted with its record 
and was on track to close 
out its third winning week in 
the last four. 

Companies are nearly 
midway through earnings 
season, and reports have 
generally been better than 
the dismal expectations 
that analysts had coming 
into it. A government re¬ 
port on Friday also showed 
that U.S. economic growth 
slowed in the spring, down 
to an annual pace of 2.1% 
from 3.1% in the first three 
months of the year, but it 
was still stronger than econ¬ 
omists expected. 

All the reports show an 
economy that's strength¬ 
ening, but with a growing 
pile of concerns, which in¬ 
vestors say bolsters their ex¬ 
pectations for the Federal 
Reserve to cut interest rates 
at its meeting next week. 
It would be the first cut 
in more than a decade, 
when the Fed was trying to 
shock the economy out of 
the Great Recession. 
Consumer spending is 
strong, and employers 
continue to add jobs ev¬ 
ery month. But businesses 
are hesitant to invest, and 
manufacturing worldwide 
has slowed amid President 
Donald Trump's trade war. 
Inflation also remains low. 
Lower interest rates could 
boost economic activity 
and goose inflation higher. 


Investors also see them as a 
shot of adrenaline for stocks 
and other risky investments. 
The European Central Bank 
earlier this week held its key 
interest rate steady, but 
it made clear that more 
stimulus is likely soon on the 
way. 

In the United States, inves¬ 
tors think there's virtually 
100% certainty that the Fed 
will cut its benchmark short¬ 
term rate on Wednesday, 
likely by a quarter of a 
percentage point from its 
current range of 2.25% to 
2.50%. 

KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 

500 was up 0.6% at 3,021, 
as of 11:50 a.m. Eastern 
time. If it stays that high, it 
will surpass its record set on 
Wednesday. 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average was up 27 points, 
or 0.1%, at 27,168, and the 


Nasdaq composite was up 

1 %. 

NOT SO BAD CAN BE 
GOOD: Analysts came into 
this earnings reporting sea¬ 
son expecting a drop of 
roughly 3% in earnings per 
share for S&P 500 compa¬ 
nies, according to FactSet. 
That would mean the sec¬ 
ond straight quarterly de¬ 
cline in profits, something 
that hadn't happened for 
three years. 

But while reports this earn¬ 
ings season have been 
less than overwhelming, 
they haven't been terrible. 
Among the 44% of compa¬ 
nies in the S&P 500 that have 
already reported, earnings 
have been up a little more 
than 1% from year-ago lev¬ 
els. That means analysts are 
now forecasting a more 
modest 2.3% drop for the 
S&P 500 index overall. 


A FOR AWESOME: Alpha¬ 
bet, Google’s parent com¬ 
pany, soared to one of the 
biggest gains in the S&P 
500 after it reported much 
stronger profit growth than 
analysts expected. It also 
allayed investors' concerns 
about advertising trends 
after reporting stronger 
growth in revenue than 
Wall Street forecast. 
Alphabet shares surged 
10.8% and were on pace 
for their biggest gain in four 
years. 

SINGING: Twitter shares 
jumped 9.2% after it report¬ 
ed stronger user numbers 
and revenue for the sec¬ 
ond quarter than investors 
expected. 

The big gains for Alphabet 
and Twitter meant stocks in 
the communications sector 
were the best performers in 
the S&P 500, up 3.2%. That 


was more than triple the 
gain of any of the other 10 
sectors that make up the 
index. 

CONNECTED: The Justice 
Department approved T- 
Mobile's $26.5 billion ac¬ 
quisition of Sprint after the 
companies agreed to sell 
some of their assets to sat- 
ellite-TV provider Dish, so 
that the number of major 
U.S. wireless companies re¬ 
mains at four. 

Sprint rose 5.9%, and T-Mo- 
bile US gained 3.3%. 

PERKED UP: Starbucks rose 
7.3% after new cold drinks 
helped it report stronger 
earnings than expected. 
The coffee chain also 
raised its profit forecast for 
the year. 

GREAT IS NO LONGER 
GOOD ENOUGH: Amazon 
made $2.62 billion in profit 
from April through June, 
nearly enough to give 
every American adult a 
month of Amazon Prime for 
free. 

But its growth fell short of 
analysts' expectations, and 
shares of the retailing be¬ 
hemoth fell 1.4%. 

YIELDS: Treasury yields held 
relatively steady, as inves¬ 
tors continue to settle on 
expectations for the Feder¬ 
al Reserve to cut short-term 
rates by only a quarter of 
a percentage point next 
week, rather than the half¬ 
point cut that some inves¬ 
tors were earlier thinking. 
The 10-year Treasury yield 
remained at 2.07%. The 
two-year yield, which is 
more influenced by the 
Fed's movements, rose to 
1.87% from 1.84% late Thurs¬ 
day. □ 


SoftBank sets up §108B investment fund, with no Saudi money 


By YURI KAGEYAMA 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Japanese 
internet company SoftBank 
Group Corp. has set up a 
new fund for investing in 
technologies such as artifi¬ 
cial intelligence. 
Tokyo-based SoftBank said 
Friday its $108 billion Vision 
Fund 2 includes $38 billion 
from SoftBank. The rest is 
from Apple, FoxConn Tech¬ 
nology Group, Microsoft 
Corp., Japanese banks 
and other companies. 



SoftBank 
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In this April 9, 2019, photo, a man walks past in front of a Soft- 
Bank shop in Tokyo. Japanese internet company SoftBank 
Group Corp. set up its second investment fund for technology 
such as artificial intelligence. 

Associated Press 


SoftBank's earlier Vision 
Fund 1, now totaling $70 
billion, came under scru¬ 
tiny after the killing of Saudi 
journalist Jamal Khashog- 
gi. Much of the funding 
for that investment entity 
came from Saudi Arabia. 
SoftBank has promised 
to diversify its funding 
sourcesm and Vision Fund 2 
does not include any Saudi 
money. 

Group companies of Soft- 
bank include Yahoo Japan 
and various mobile tele¬ 


communications and solar 
energy businesses. It has 
invested in British loT com¬ 
pany ARM, and developed 
Pepper, the talking com¬ 
panion robot. 

Chief Executive Masayo¬ 
shi Son has denounced 
Khashoggi's killing, but he 
and others at Softbank 
have defended the Japa¬ 
nese technology giant's in¬ 
vestment fund, saying the 
money came from various 
Saudi investors, not one 
individual. □ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Unravel at the 
edges 

5 Largest city in 
Nebraska 
lOMex. wives 

14 Gust 

15 Part of a flower 

16 Georgia _ 

17 Bops 

18 Stability 

20 Groom’s answer 

21 Fine things? 

22 Antsy 

23 Trait transmitters 

25 Military conflict 

26 Not wobbling 
28 V” in a court 

case title 
31 Pushover 
32007, e.g. 

34 Oct.’s follower 

36 Bruised 

37 More devious 

38 Movie about a 

pig 

39 Piece of 
neckwear 

40 _ in; entered in 
a queue 

41 Procrastinator’s 
word 
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6 Track-and-field 
events 

7 Spring months: 
abbr. 


Friday’s Puzzle Solved 


42 Pact 

8 Show-off 

44 Meager 

9 Apple pie_ 

45 Vis-a-_; in 

mode 

relation to 

10 Thrusting 

46 Clear liquor 

weapons 

47 Iron alloy 

11 Call up 

50 Pizzeria output 

12 Suffix for avoid or 

51 “60 Minutes” 

allow 

network 

13 Prophet; 

54 Court reporter’s 

visionary 

output 

19 Verges on 

57 Equestrian’s 

21 Opie’s pa 

command 

24 Simple 

58 Vienna loc. 

25 “None the worse 

59 Not inner 

for 

60 Ship area 

26 Argument 

61 Gambles 

27 Implied, though 

62 About to cry 

not spoken 

63 Percentage 

28 Competed 


29 Not connected to 

DOWN 

anything 

1J preceders 

30 Like one who’s 

2 Bug spray 

on the wagon 

3 On the whole 

32 Friend in war 

4 Affirmative 

33 Fib 

5 Fish hawk 

35 Part of VIP 
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37 Takes a load off 

38 Pitcher’s error 

40 Is unsuccessful 

41 Youths 

43 Happenings 

44 Odes & 
sonnets 

46 Deadly critter 

47 Pierce 


48 Word of 
agreement 

49 Orient 

50 Hummus holder 

52 Gutsy 

53 Houston & others 

55 Portable bed 

56 Be contrite 

57 UN agency 
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New Milwaukee zoo exhibit to improve 
standards for elephants 



In this photo taken Friday April 26, 2019, African elephants Thika, 
left, and Mara, right, roam at the Performing Animals Welfare 
Society’s ARK 2000 Sanctuary near San Andreas, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By CARRIE ANTLFINGER 
Associated Press 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Ruth 
loves popcorn. But she has 
to work for it, by blowing 
air with her trunk through a 
white pipe attached to a 
barrel above her head to 
push it out. 

“Excellent sense of smell, so 
they know what's what,” 
Milwaukee County Zoo di¬ 
rector Chuck Wikenhauser 
said. “Whether it’s popcorn 
in there, whether it's some 
other treat, they enjoy 
that." 

It’s one of the new enrich¬ 
ment activities for her and 
Brittany — both African el¬ 
ephants — as part of the 
zoo's elephant exhibit that 
opened this spring. 

The upgrade, which cost 
$16.6 million, was created 
in part because of an ef¬ 
fort to improve standards 
for elephants in zoos. The 
treatment of elephants 
has been at the center of 
a debate in recent years, 
including the use of ele¬ 
phants as circus animals. 
Animal welfare advocates 
don’t believe elephants 
should be put in enclo¬ 
sures. But Wikenhauser says 
the animals are managed 
in “a scientifically designed 
manner with compassion.” 
“I think that circuses and 
zoos are totally different in 
the purpose,” he said. "... 
Ours is based in education, 
conservation, scientific ad¬ 
vancement.” 

The elephants are a favor¬ 
ite, so the zoo in Milwaukee 
and its supporters thought 
investing in the exhibit was 
worth it. The Zoological So¬ 
ciety of Milwaukee raised 
half the cost within the 
community. 

“I think our community said 
‘What’s a zoo without el¬ 
ephants?’ and they were 
absolutely committed to 
making sure we could have 
and keep elephants here 
at the Milwaukee County 
Zoo,” said Jodi Gibson, 
president of the Zoological 
Society of Milwaukee. 

But of the 236 U.S. accred¬ 
ited zoos, only 62 hold el¬ 
ephants, according to the 
Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums, or AZA. That’s 
down from 77 elephants 15 


years ago. 

Part of the reason is that 
AZA, which sets zoo care 
standards, instituted spe¬ 
cific requirements for el¬ 
ephants in 2011, according 
to AZA spokesman Rob Ver¬ 
non. Some zoos were un¬ 
able to afford the require¬ 
ments, which included 
putting barriers between 
keepers and elephants. 

The standards also require 
zoos to have at least three 
elephants for their psycho¬ 
logical comfort — the Mil¬ 
waukee zoo is still working 
on finding more — along 
with specific guidelines for 
physical and psychologi¬ 
cal stimulation, and barriers 
between elephants and 
caretakers for their safety. 
“It is the quality of the 
overall programmatic ap¬ 
proach to good elephant 
management and the 
quality of the space from 
an elephant perspective 
that determines adequacy 


of the facility, not simply 
the square footage of the 
environment," according 
to the standards. 

Vernon said there were 
general guidelines for deal¬ 
ing with all animals before 
2011, but the decision to 
make a special set of re¬ 
quirements for elephants 
was due to zoo officials, re¬ 
searchers and scientists be¬ 
lieving “that the methods 
of caring for them should 
advance along with the 
science.” 

In Milwaukee, the outdoor 
area is now 1.6 acres — 
four times as big as the ele¬ 
phants’ entire previous en¬ 
closure. The new space has 
high-hanging devices, with 
hay, so they can exercise 
their trunks. There's also a 
wall with holes that allows 
them to get food rewards. 
There are sand and pad¬ 
ded floors inside, a water¬ 
ing hole and a self-activat¬ 
ing shower.Q 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



July 28 

Freewinds 

July 30 

Disney Fantasy 
Freedom of the Seas 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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New Milwaukee zoo exhibit to improve standards for elephants 



In this Friday April 26 ,2019 photo three African elephants, Maggie, left. Lulu, center and Toka roam 
through the Performing Animals Welfare Society's ARK 2000 Sanctuary near San Andreas, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By CARRIE ANTLFINGER 
Associated Press 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Ruth 
loves popcorn. But she has 
to work for it, by blowing 
air with her trunk through a 
white pipe attached to a 
barrel above her head to 
push it out. 

“Excellent sense of smell, so 
they know what's what," 
Milwaukee County Zoo di¬ 
rector Chuck Wikenhauser 
said. “Whether it’s popcorn 
in there, whether it’s some 
other treat, they enjoy 
that.” 

It’s one of the new enrich¬ 
ment activities for her and 
Brittany — both African el¬ 
ephants — as part of the 
zoo's elephant exhibit that 
opened this spring. 

The upgrade, which cost 
$16.6 million, was created 
in part because of an effort 
to improve standards for el¬ 
ephants in zoos. 

The treatment of elephants 
has been at the center of 
a debate in recent years, 
including the use of ele¬ 
phants as circus animals. 
Animal welfare advocates 
don't believe elephants 
should be put in enclo¬ 
sures. But Wikenhauser says 
the animals are managed 
in “a scientifically designed 
manner with compassion.” 
“I think that circuses and 
zoos are totally different in 
the purpose,” he said. "... 
Ours is based in education, 
conservation, scientific ad¬ 
vancement.” 

The elephants are a favor¬ 
ite, so the zoo in Milwaukee 
and its supporters thought 
investing in the exhibit was 
worth it. The Zoological So¬ 
ciety of Milwaukee raised 
half the cost within the 
community. 

“I think our community said 
‘What’s a zoo without el¬ 
ephants?’ and they were 
absolutely committed to 
making sure we could have 
and keep elephants here 


at the Milwaukee County 
Zoo,” said Jodi Gibson, 
president of the Zoological 
Society of Milwaukee. 

But of the 236 U.S. accred¬ 
ited zoos, only 62 hold el¬ 
ephants, according to the 
Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums, or AZA. That's 
down from 77 elephants 15 
years ago. 

Part of the reason is that 
AZA, which sets zoo care 
standards, instituted spe¬ 
cific requirements for el¬ 
ephants in 2011, according 
to AZA spokesman Rob Ver¬ 
non. Some zoos were un¬ 
able to afford the require¬ 
ments, which included 
putting barriers between 
keepers and elephants. 

The standards also require 
zoos to have at least three 
elephants for their psycho¬ 
logical comfort — the Mil¬ 
waukee zoo is still working 
on finding more — along 
with specific guidelines for 
physical and psychologi¬ 
cal stimulation, and barriers 
between elephants and 
caretakers for their safety. 
“It is the quality of the 
overall programmatic ap¬ 
proach to good elephant 


management and the 
quality of the space from 
an elephant perspective 
that determines adequacy 
of the facility, not simply 
the square footage of the 
environment,” according 
to the standards. 

Vernon said there were 
general guidelines for deal¬ 
ing with all animals before 
2011, but the decision to 
make a special set of re- 


By MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 

Patients are about to be 
enrolled in the first study to 
test a gene-editing tech¬ 
nique known as CRISPR in¬ 
side the body to try to cure 
an inherited form of blind¬ 
ness. People with the dis¬ 
ease have normal eyes but 
lack a gene that converts 
light into signals to the brain 
that enable sight. 

The experimental treat¬ 
ment aims to supply kids 
and adults with a healthy 
version of the gene they 
lack, using a tool that cuts 
or “edits" DNA in a specific 
spot. It's intended as a one¬ 
time treatment that perma¬ 
nently alters the person’s 
native DNA. 

This gene editing in people 
after birth is different from 
the controversial work a 
Chinese scientist did last 
year — altering the DNA 
of embryos at conception 
in a way that can pass the 


quirements for elephants 
was due to zoo officials, re¬ 
searchers and scientists be¬ 
lieving “that the methods 
of caring for them should 
advance along with the 
science.” 

In Milwaukee, the outdoor 
area is now 1.6 acres — 
four fimes as big as fhe el¬ 
ephants' entire previous 
enclosure. 

The new space has high- 


changes to future genera¬ 
tions. The DNA changes in 
adults that the new study 
aims to make will not be in¬ 
herited by any offspring. 
Only one other company, 
Sangamo Therapeutics, 
has tried gene editing in¬ 
side the body, to treat met¬ 
abolic diseases using a tool 
called zinc fingers. 


hanging devices, wifh hay, 
so fhey can exercise their 
trunks. 

There’s also a wall with 
holes that allows them to 
get food rewards. 

There are sand and pad¬ 
ded floors inside, a water¬ 
ing hole and a self-activat¬ 
ing shower. 

While elephants receiv¬ 
ing better care and more 
space are always a posi¬ 
tive, Ed Stewart, who runs 
three California sanctuary 
facilities that take in aban¬ 
doned, abused or retir¬ 
ing wildlife, says elephants 
don’t belong in zoos. 
“Captivity will never be 
state-of-the-art, much as 
we try — and believe me 
I've been trying for a long 
fime to get it right,” said 
Stewart, founder of the Per¬ 
forming Animal Welfare So¬ 
ciety. 

Stephanie Goldstein visited 
the zoo with her husband 
and 2-year-old son while 
visiting Milwaukee from 
Kingston, New York. 

She said she liked that the 
new exhibit was so big. 

“I don’t want my son to only 
see elephants as a picture 
in a book,” she said. □ 


Associated Press 

CRISPR has captivated sci¬ 
entists because it's a very 
simple way to do gene 
editing, although it's so 
new that its risks are not 
fully known. But researchers 
believe it has great poten¬ 
tial to cure or treat many 
diseases caused by gene 
flaws that have no good 
treatments now. □ 



First CRISPR study inside 
the body to start in U.S. 



This April 12, 2018 file photo shows the eye of a woman in New 
York. Patients are about to be enrolled in the first study to test 
gene editing inside the body to try to cure an inherited form of 
blindness. 





















PEOPLE & ARTS I*?® 


SATURDAY 27 JULY 2019 


Ebony and Jet photo archive sale sparks relief, anxiety 



In this Dec. 10, 2001 file photo Linda Johnson Rice, president and chief operating officer of Jet 
magazine, looks over awards and recognitions won by the magazine in its 50-year lifetime at Jet's 
Chicago headquarters. 


By RUSSELL CONTRERAS 
SALLY HO 
Associated Press 

The sale of the photo ar¬ 
chive of Ebony and Jet 
magazines chronicling Af¬ 
rican American history is 
generating relief among 
some who worried the his¬ 
toric images may be lost. 
But it's also causing some 
to mourn since the images, 
including photos of Em¬ 
mett Till in 1955 after he was 
killed and ones document¬ 
ing the rise of the Rev. Mar¬ 
tin Luther King Jr., won't fully 
be in the hands an African 
American-owned entity. 
Ebony and Jet, for more 
than half a century, stood 
as the epitome of a black- 
owned business. 

"You have to do what you 
have to do," Roy Douglas 
Malonson, publisher of the 
Houston-based African 
American News & Issues 
newspaper, said. "But it's 
sad because we lose con¬ 
trol forever." 

The Ford Foundation, the 
John D. and Catherine T. 
McArthur Foundation, The 
J. Paul Getty Trust and the 
Andrew W. Mellon Founda¬ 
tion are buying the archive 
for $30 million as part of an 
auction to pay off secured 
creditors of Johnson Pub¬ 
lishing Company. 
Chicago-based Johnson 
Publishing, the owner of 
the archives and former 
publisher of the magazines, 
filed for Chapter 7 bank¬ 
ruptcy protection in April. 


The foundations plan to do¬ 
nate the more than 4 million 
prints and negatives to the 
Smithsonian National Mu¬ 
seum of African American 
History and Culture and the 
Getty Research Institute. 
The Smithsonian is expect¬ 
ed to be the public stew¬ 
ard of what is considered 
one of the most significant 
collections of photographs 
cataloguing African Ameri¬ 
can life. Getty will be 
tasked with digitally pre¬ 
serving the trove, some of 
which remains a mystery. 
The deal was shepherded 
by the presidents of the 
Ford and Mellon founda¬ 
tions. The two are among 


the nonprofit sector's most 
prominent black leaders 
and are themselves a rar¬ 
ity in the near exclusively 
white world of big-money 
philanthropy. 

Both Darren Walker and 
Elizabeth Alexander said 
the sale was important to 
them personally as African 
Americans. 

"What it means to be in a 
position to be able to be 
helpful in safeguarding this 
treasure and our shared 
history overwhelms me with 
joy," Alexander said. "It is 
very significant." 

Besides black newspapers 
in cities across the nation, 
few media outlets dedi- 


Associated Press 

cated resources to cover 
events and people con¬ 
nected to African Ameri¬ 
can lifestyle and news as 
Ebony and Jet magazines. 
Ebony began publishing 
regularly just after the end 
of World War II while the 
smaller-sized Jet began in 
1951 when African Ameri¬ 
cans in many regions still 
lived under racial segre¬ 
gation. Adrienne Samu¬ 
els Gibbs, a former Ebony 
magazine staffer, said Eb¬ 
ony and Jet dutifully cap¬ 
tured the environment that 
African Americans were 
forced to endure over the 
years. The collection of 4 
million images chronicles 


the civil rights movement 
and the lives of prominent 
figures such as Miles Da¬ 
vis, Muhammad Ali, Nina 
Simone, and Coretta Scott 
King at her husband's fu¬ 
neral. It was Jet in 1955 that 
published a photo of the 
open coffin of Emmett Till, 
showing the effects of the 
fatal beating the 14-year- 
old Chicago boy suffered 
at the hands of white men 
in Mississippi for allegedly 
whistling at a white woman. 
Gibbs said the photos also 
show everyday black life — 
from children playing in city 
parks to elders praying at 
rural churches. 

"It wasn't about all poverty 
and suffering. It was about 
joy," Gibbs said. 

Ivey McClelland, 57, a mu¬ 
sician in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, said Ebony and 
Jet were found in every 
black home she knew while 
growing up in Los Angeles. 
"My uncle, bless his heart, 
had around 30 to 40 years' 
worth of Jet magazines," 
she said. "He got them for 
'The Beauty of the Week'." 
But McClelland said the 
magazines remained dear 
to her heart for their im¬ 
ages connected to key 
moments in black history. 
She and her mother were 
in Michigan and Cana¬ 
da when the Watts Riots 
of 1965 erupted. The first 
still images she saw of her 
community in Los Angeles 
damaged by fires were in 
Jet, she said. a 


Julia Bueno writes about miscarriage in 'Brink of Being' 


By TRACEE M. HERBAUGH 
Associated Press 

"The Brink of Being: Talking 
about Miscarriage" (Pen¬ 
guin Books), by Julia Bueno 
Miscarriage was historically 
an overlooked experience, 
but a new book hopes to 
bring it to the forefront of 
our cultural discussions. 
Written by British psycho¬ 
therapist Julia Bueno, 
whose specialty is pregnan¬ 
cy loss, comes "The Brink of 
Being: Talking about Mis¬ 
carriage." 

Discussions about miscar¬ 
riage have evolved signifi¬ 
cantly in recent years, but 
Bueno hopes to push the 
dialogue further. Until 1980, 



This cover image released 
by Penguin Books shows "The 
Brink of Being: Talking About 
Miscarriage," by Julia Bueno. 

Associated Press 


researchers showed little 
interest in learning more 
about the emotional and 
psychological impact a 
miscarriage can have on a 
woman. 

Bueno brings her personal 
experience to the book. 
She lost her twin girls when 
she was 22 weeks preg¬ 
nant. The miscarriage was 
so devastating that Bueno 
changed careers to focus 
on helping women cope 
with pregnancy loss. 

"There is an entrenched be¬ 
lief that a bond with a child 
can only really begin after 
a familiar-looking baby is 
born alive, and we still have 
a way to go before it fully 


dissipates," Bueno writes. 

For centuries, most women 
had no way of knowing 
definitively if they miscar¬ 
ried. Modern technology, 
specifically the at-home 
pregnancy test, changed 
this. Now women know if 
they're pregnant early on, 
which can lead to expec¬ 
tations and bonding to 
their unborn. "The notion of 
a relationship existing with 
our unborn — however de¬ 
veloped in the womb he or 
she may be — took pitifully 
long," she writes. 

An estimated one in four 
pregnancies ends spon¬ 
taneously. Miscarriage is 
an experience that of¬ 


ten leaves a woman, and 
sometimes expectant fam¬ 
ily members, reeling with 
grief. Despite the common¬ 
ality of miscarriage, few 
resources are available to 
help women cope. 

Each chapter discusses 
specific aspects of preg¬ 
nancy loss, including early 
miscarriage, IVF, funerals 
and memorials. 

Those who have been 
touched by miscarriage 
will surely find this book a 
great resource outlining 
the emotional landscape 
after pregnancy loss or as a 
guide to better understand 
what a woman might be 
enduringO 
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'Orange Is the New Black' offers fans a way to give back 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The Netf- 
lix series "Orange Is the New 
Black" isn't content with 
leaving behind a legacy of 
good television. It wants to 
do good in the real world, 
too. 

The series' creative team 
said Thursday it has formed 
a fund that will support ad¬ 
vocacy groups pressing for 
criminal justice reform and 
women re-entering society 


from prison, protect immi¬ 
grants' rights and end mass 
incarceration. 

The fund, named in honor 
of show character Poussey 
Washington, will spread 
out every donation equally 
to eight already-existing 
nonprofit groups. The an¬ 
nouncement comes on the 
eve of the Friday premiere 
of the series' seventh and 
final season. 

Washington, an inmate 
portrayed by actress Sami- 
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In this file image released by Netflix, Uzo Aduba, left, and Samira 
Wiley appear in a scene from "Orange is the New Black." 

Associated Press 


ra Wiley, is a fan favorite 
whose sudden death at 
the hands of officers in 
the fourth season stunned 
many viewers and was a 
nod to the recent cases of 
African-Americans killed in 
police custody. 

Wiley said she's honored to 
have the fund named after 
her character and happy 
to have the show embrace 
real social responsibility. 

"It's just a TV show, at the 
end of the day, but it's 
changing people’s minds 
and hopefully with this fund 
it will be changing people's 
lives — getting them the 
education that they need, 
getting them the health 
care and the mental health 
care that they might need," 
she said. 


"Orange Is the New Black" is 
loosely based on a memoir 
by Piper Kerman, a Smith 
College graduate from a 
patrician family who served 
13 months in a Connecti¬ 
cut federal correctional 
institution on drug-related 
charges. The show, cre¬ 
ated and written by Jenji 
Kohan, became a show¬ 
case for actresses of color 
and brought issues around 
race, sexuality and criminal 
justice to the fore. 

"The legacy of the show, 
I hope, is empathy. That, 
and a normalizing of di¬ 
versity, which reflects real 
life," said Kohan. "The world 
is not one color or one so¬ 
cio-economic class or one 
gender. I think what we've 
come to appreciate most 


in our work are these cross¬ 
roads where people who 
don't necessarily encoun¬ 
ter one another are forced 
to. Great drama ensues. 
And comedy. And human¬ 
ity." 

Tara Herrmann, an execu¬ 
tive producer and writer on 
the show, said the idea for 
the fund came from peo¬ 
ple over the years asking 
how they could give back. 
The fund was established 
with $50,000 in seed money 
from the show and is sup¬ 
ported by GoFundMe.org. 
"It's really a call to action to 
our fans," Herrmann said. 
"There are people out there 
who feel like, "Now what? 
What can we do? You've 
given us the story, we see it, 
we want to make a differ¬ 
ence.' So hopefully this is a 
place to go," After reading 
Kerman's book, Herrmann 
said she and Kohan were 
immediately attracted to 
the world behind bars that 
few people explore and 
the way humor and love 
could exist in such a cruel 
system. "These were wom¬ 
en who were surviving in a 
world that is doing every¬ 
thing to keep them down. 
And the way they're surviv¬ 
ing is the tribes that they're 
creating and the support 
system they're setting up," 
Herrmann said. □ 


Cuco brings layers to lo-fi love songs on 'Para Mi' 


By RAGAN CLARK 
Associated Press 
Cuco, "Para Mi" (Interscope 
Records) 

Love songs may be known 
for their traditionally jovial 
tone, but on Cuco's full- 
length debut he gives his 
love ballads a darker tone. 
"Para Mi" has lighter mo¬ 
ments and a chilled-out 
hip-hop vibe, but it is Cu¬ 
co's searing, often darker 
imagery that leaves an im¬ 
pression. 

The 21-year-old Los An¬ 
geles artist Omar Banos, 
known by his stage name 
Cuco, has landed himself 
between indie pop and G- 
funk hip-hop with his lazy, 
relaxed and psychedelic 
album. 

Even the drug references 
laced throughout nev¬ 
er cheapen the record. 
"Keeping Tabs" is not only 


about keeping tabs on his 
current state of mind, but 
also "trippin' off the tabs in 
my room," as he confesses, 
"I don't know why baby but 
I'm feeling blue." 

Darker imagery in "Far 
Away from Home" is cush¬ 
ioned with synthesizers, 
fuzzy electric guitar, angel¬ 
ic whirling and chimes that 
flutter in the background 
as Cuco sings, "I'm rotting in 
the image of my head." 

In "Ego Death in Thailand," 
the music is spacey, ambi¬ 
ent and sunny as his voice 
echoes, "Don't look away 
look through my eyes/Every 
breath you take another 
part of me dies." 

Though the album is a 
strong debut, admittedly 
it feels cluttered at times. 
"Best Friend," for example, 
starts strong with a Latin mu¬ 
sic intro, but feels bogged 



This image released by 
Interscope Records shows 
"Para Mi," a release by Cuco. 

Associated Press 

down by the bedroom 
production-style beats that 
drop in. And while the al¬ 
bum is thematically and 
musically coherent, the 
record would benefit from 
a standout song, one that 
breaks the trancelike ef¬ 
fect created by Cuco's lo- 
fi production. "Para Mi" is a 
promising start for a rising 
artistO 
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HBO's 'Dark Materials,' 'Gemstones' both grapple with faith 



Executive producer/writer Jack Thorne, from left, executive producer Jane Tranter, Dafne Keen, 
Ruth Wilson and Lin-Manuel Miranda participate in HBO's "His Dark Materials" panel at the Television 
Critics Association Summer Press Tour on Wednesday, July 24, 2019, in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By ANDREW DALTON 
Associated Press 
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) — 

HBO's forthcoming fantasy 
series "His Dark Materials" 
and its new televangelist 
comedy "The Righteous 
Gemstones" bring wildly dif¬ 
ferent worlds to the screen, 
yet both grapple with the 
same central problem: 
How to take on religion 
without degrading and de¬ 
meaning viewers' beliefs. 
"His Dark Materials" is based 
on the novel series from 
author Philip Pullman that 
has been embraced by 
atheists and condemned 
by believers for its villain, a 
powerful quasi-religious or¬ 
ganization called the Mag- 
isterium. 

But the show's executive 
producer Jane Tranter 
told a TV critics' meet¬ 
ing Wednesday that the 
show and the books are 
a critique of authoritarian 
organizations of all kinds, 
embrace spiritual themes 
and are "not an attack on 
religion. 

"Philip Pullman talks about 
depression, the control of 
information and the fal¬ 
sification of information," 
Tranter said. "There is no di¬ 
rect contrast with any con¬ 
temporary religious organi¬ 
zation." 


The show's 14-year-old star 
Dafne Keen said to her the 
Magisterium is another ver¬ 
sion of Big Brother in George 
Orwell's "1984." She's just 
now reading it for the first 
time, she said, after finish¬ 
ing the three "Dark Materi¬ 
als" books to prep for her 
role of Lyra, a girl who un¬ 
covers dark secrets through 
her elders. The show also 
stars Lin-Manuel Miranda 
and Ruth Wilson. 

Asked whether he thought 
controversy would accom¬ 
pany the fall premiere of 
the show, HBO program¬ 


ming chief Casey Bloys 
said the makers were "very 
thoughtful" in their treat¬ 
ment of religion. 

"It didn't give me concern," 
Bloys said. 

"The Righteous Gemstones," 
which premieres August 
18, portrays a sometimes 
sincere, sometimes sleazy 
family of televangelists, 
milking them and mocking 
them for laughs. 

But creator and star Danny 
McBride said he sought to 
make a show his aunt, a 
minister in Atlanta, would 
find funny. 


"When I say we're not tak¬ 
ing aim at people's faith. 
I'm being honest," said 
McBride, the man behind 
previous HBO shows "East- 
bound and Down" and 
"Vice Principals." "I'm not 
just saying it to try to shy 
away from controversy. ... 
Ultimately I'm not taking a 
swipe at her or what she 
believes in. I'm setting a 
story in a world she's famil¬ 
iar with." 

McBride said the goal of 
the show is "not to be a 
takedown of anything. 
"When Hollywood decides 


to take on religion, I think 
they make the deadly mis¬ 
take of lampooning peo¬ 
ple for their beliefs, which is 
not something I'm interest¬ 
ed in doing," McBride said. 
"I would not go and pass 
judgment on other people. 
For us it's about lampoon¬ 
ing a hypocrite, lampoon¬ 
ing somebody who pres¬ 
ents themselves one way 
and is not that way." 

The rest of the Gemstones 
cast were asked about 
their religious experiences. 
John Goodman, who plays 
patriarch Eli Gemstone, 
said he remembers a lot of 
"splendor and screaming" 
in the Protestant church he 
was forced to go to as a 
child in Missouri. 

Adam Devine, who young 
pastor Kelvin Gemstone, 
who tries to make Christi¬ 
anity fun for teens, said he 
spent his Catholic child¬ 
hood jealous of friends 
whose megachurches had 
"rock-climbing walls, and 
video games to play. We 
just had a hard wooden 
bench." 

The souls and spirituality of 
the characters in "His Dark 
Materials" take the shape 
of animal companions 
that they talk to, known in 
their alternate universe as 
"daemons. ■a 


Artist Leon Kossoff, who painted post-war London, dies at 92 



This image provided by Annely Juda Fine Art shows a painting by the artist Leon Kossoff. British 
artist Leon Kossoff, who painted his home city of London in all its moody glory, has died. 

Associated Press 


By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — British artist 
Leon Kossoff, who painted 
his home city of London in 
all its moody, rough-edged 
glory, has died. He was 92. 
Annely Juda Fine Art, which 
represents Kossoff, said he 
died Thursday after a short 
illness. Another of the artist's 
galleries, LA Louver in Los 
Angeles, also confirmed his 
death. 

Born in London in 1926 to 
Russian Jewish immigrants, 
Kossoff grew up in the city's 
tough East End and served 
in the army during World 
War II before studying at St. 
Martin's school of art. 

He is considered a member 
of the "School of London" 
group of post-war artists — 
alongside Francis Bacon, 
Lucian Freud and Frank 
Auerbach — who pursued 


careers in figurative paint¬ 
ing regardless of changing 
artistic fashions. 

Inspired by the Old Masters, 
Kossoff painted portraits 
of friends and family, but 
is best known for his urban 
landscapes of a gritty, war- 
scarred London. Streets, 


churches, swimming pools, 
subway stations and rail¬ 
way bridges were all ren¬ 
dered in dark-hued, thickly 
layered oil paint. Kossoff 
would often paint all day 
and then scrape off most 
of it in frustration, repeating 
the process day after day. 


Annely Juda said in a state¬ 
ment that Kossoff "saw 
beauty in everything and 
everybody." 

"His death robs us of one of 
Britain's greatest painters, 
but his work reminds us of 
the continuing potency of 
painting to comprehend 


the world in which we live," 
the gallery said. 

Though never as famous 
as Bacon or Freud, Kos- 
soff's works have sold for six 
and seven figures. A 1971 
painting of London's Willes- 
den Junction railway inter¬ 
change fetched 1.39 mil¬ 
lion pounds ($1.74 million) 
at a Christie's auction last 
year. 

Kossoff represented Britain 
at the 1995 Venice Bien¬ 
nale, and had a major show 
the following year at Lon¬ 
don's Tate gallery. His work 
has been shown around 
the world, including at Lon¬ 
don's National Gallery and 
the Museum of Modern 
Art in New York. He was an 
honorary foreign member 
of the American Academy 
of Arts and Letters. Funeral 
details were not immedi¬ 
ately availableO 
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